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Greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ, 

  The twelve synods of Region 5 stretch through Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin, and include the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Gathering when mutual ministry can happen, regional work demonstrates our partnership with other synods and with the churchwide expression of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

  Over 400 Region 5 candidates are preparing for professional ministry in our church. Your synod Candidacy Committee nurtures your candidates and decides who will be approved for public ministry in the ELCA.  Region 5 directs the Assignment process, bringing new rostered leaders into your synod.

  Campus ministers in Region 5 serve college and university communities, bringing a Christian and Lutheran presence to complement higher education. In the past year eight of the region’s twenty-one sites experienced campus minister vacancy or renewal.
 Our regional mobility conferences continue to provide an interview forum for rostered leaders who are open to new call. Directors for Evangelical Mission (DEM) in each synod lead renewal and are gathered regionally to share consultation.  World Hunger, Malaria Initiative, and Global Mission advocates from each synod have met for mutual up building.
  Nancy Carroll is our Region 5 archivist. Congregations deposit key records and closing parishes submit their historical documents for perpetual care (with a financial gift if possible) to the regional archive at Wartburg Seminary.
  The Region 5 office in Menasha WI includes the coordinator and the office assistant Darlene Bilstad. The Region 5 Steering Committee directs regional ministry and Bishop Duane Pederson from Northwest Synod of Wisconsin is the current chair. Bishop Michael Last is the vice chair, and Bishop James Arends is the secretary.

  Churchwide office support, and income of seven cents per baptized member from each of our twelve synods comprises Region 5 funding. We are grateful for all twelve synods echoing the covenant we share to be fully supportive of Region 5. Thank you for supporting this ministry. 

  It has been a joy and true calling to serve Region 5 these last seventeen years. What a privilege to work with and encourage hundreds of new pastors and lay ministers for our church and campus ministries. And I regard with admiration and confidence the faithful lay and clergy leaders I have worked with in synods and in our churchwide office. What a good church you and I sustain.
Rev. Carl Richard Evenson

