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In This Issue 

What a wonderful time of year this is … we’ve just celebrated a 

national holiday and yet for Christians, THANKSGIVING is a 

way of life.  All that we have and all that we are is a gift from God 

our Heavenly Father.  As you are reading this issue of Gleanings 

you will note that we have entered into the Advent Season.  A busy 

season to be sure as we prepare to celebrate the birth of God’s only 

begotten Son, Jesus the Christ.  We realize that Christmas is fast 

approaching and in the midst of all the tinsel and glitter, the cards 

and gifts, you are invited to pray the following prayer and know 

that through this “Babe of Bethlehem” we are the light in a dark 

world. 

 

Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, that we may 

share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and 

the worship of the wise men.  Close the door of hate and open the 

door of love all over the world.  Let kindness come with every gift 

and good desires with every greeting.  Deliver us from evil by the 

blessing Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.  

May Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children, and 

the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 

forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
R. Stevenson 

 

 

As a community of women  

    created in the image of God, 

    called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 

    empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to  

    grow in faith, 

    affirm our gifts, 

    support one another in our callings,  

    engage in ministry and action, and 

    promote healing and wholeness 

        in the church, 

        the society, and 

        the world.  

 

Your SWO Board takes this opportunity to 

wish each of you “A blessed Christmas” 

and a “happy and healthy New Year”. 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR NEWLY ELECTED SWO PRESIDENT 
 

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 

Romans 1:8 
 

I am humbled to once again being able to serve, as president, of the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organiza-

tion.  I love the women of the ELCA - yes, we are a “graying” organization and yes, we must get busy and begin to men-

tor our younger women so that they feel welcome and begin to carry on the work of the Women of ELCA. I know that 

with God’s help we can grow our SWO and I am excited to move forward.   I am privileged to work with a Board of 

dedicated women and I ask that you will remember us in your daily prayer just as we remember you and your Units in 

our prayers. 

 

 

SWO BOARD 

Back row (left to right) … Joyce Spinn, Anti-Racism Co-Chair and Joint Cluster Liaison;  Gayle Cameron, Cluster 

and Congregation Liaison;  Marilyn Smithyman, secretary; Pastor Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld, Anti-Racism Co-

Chair; Jan Fox. Mission Team; Robin Fatla, 2012 Convention Chair;   

Front row (left to right) … Sue Seidemann, Treasurer; Laura Lee, 2012 Convention Intern; Betty Warber, President; 

Donna Hallada, Mission Team.  Not picture is Jan Camus, Vice-President. 

  

As we begin the 2011-2012 term of office I want to remind you that as leaders we stand on the shoulders of those who 

have served before.  So, at this time I would like to personally say “thank you” to Carole Ropel for her leadership on the 

SWO Board.  Carole faithfully served for 7-years - first as a Convention Intern and then as the Convention Chair.  Then 

she served a one-year term as our Vice-President and for the past four years she has served as our president. 

To me Carole was more than a co-worker, she is my friend and I know that she will continue to help me, and our SWO, 

as we serve our Lord and people in the Greater Milwaukee Synod.  
 

 One of the first projects that your new Board will be working on is a joint Retreat with the Greater Milwaukee 

Synod and the South-Central Synod.  We will again meet  in Watertown which is about the half-way point for both syn-

ods.  Immanuel Lutheran Church will host us and the Super Eight Motel will offer us some fair rates for overnight lodg-

ing.  I  have met with Carolyn Lien, President of the South-Central SWO, to get the ball rolling.  On Wednesday, Janu-

ary 11, 2012 we will have our first committee meeting at the Pine Cone Restaurant  (I-94 & Hwy 26).  Jan Camus and 

Sue Seidemann will be attending this meeting and we invite anyone else who is interested in planning a Retreat to call 

me and say “I’d love to help”.   Even if you are unable to attend this planning session, if you have ideas or suggestions 

please, please either call me at 262-886-8918 or e-mail me at betty@warber.net.  
         

        In His Service, 

 

        Betty Warber 
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Receipts Actual YTD 2011 Budget 

Board Offerings $214.25   

Unit Offerings $3,495.42 $6,500.00 

Cluster Funds $0.00   

Cluster Offerings $256.56 $700.00 

Convention Offering $2,091.00 $2,250.00 

Convention Registration (Synod) $4,602.43 $5,000.00 

Gleanings Subscriptions $10.00   

Miscellaneous $0.00 $250.00 

Retreat Offering  $150.00 $150.00 

Retreat Registrations $530.00 $1,500.00 

Designated Income $109.00 $1,500.00 

Total Receipts $11,458.66 $17,850.00 

Disbursements     

Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $25.00 

Program II Mission Community $0.00 $25.00 

Program III Mission Action $0.00 $25.00 

Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $733.24 $1,600.00 

Program VI Convention Committee $4,422.92 $5,000.00 

Program VII Clusters $0.00 $25.00 

Program VIII Financial Matters $108.50 $300.00 

Program IX Newsletter $887.18 $1,600.00 

Program X Special Events $601.91 $500.00 

Program XI Scholarships-Camp $150.00 $200.00 

                                         -Triennial $1,476.00 $600.00 

                                         -Other $0.00 $200.00 

Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $100.00 

Program XIII Miscellaneous $207.88 $250.00 

Convention Offering to CWO $2,091.00 $2,250.00 

Triennial Breakfast Refunds $126.00   

Triennial Promoter $165.52 $150.00 

Unit Offerings to CWO $1,305.14 $3,500.00 

Designated Disbursements $375.00 $1,500.00 

Total Disbursements $12,650.29 $17,850.00 

Checkbook Balance 1/31/11   

From the Treasurer 
10/31/2011 

Donna Derse 

Assets   

SWO Checking   $5,326.30 

SWO Savings   $1,678.57 

Certificate of Deposit   $2,230.43 

Mission Investment Fund   $580.87 

Total Accounts   $9,816.17 

Designated Funds     

1/2 Unit Offering   $0.00 

Board Offering   $98.25 

Campus Ministries   $90.00 

Certificate of Deposit   $2,230.43 

God Is So Good   $246.99 

Mission Investment Fund   $580.87 

Scholarship-Camp   $50.00 

                 -Triennial Convention   $1,211.00 

                 -Other   $65.00 

SWO Savings   $1,678.57 

Triennial Promoter   $156.25 

Total Designated Funds   $6,407.36 

Total Funds Available   $3,408.81 

Treasurer’s Report is continued in next column 

The SWO Board meets six times a year for a 

regular Board Meeting and at each of these 

meetings we have devotions and we take an of-

fering. 
 

Once or twice each year the Board decides on a 

benevolent cause for these offerings. Recently 

we learned of the LSS program, “Girl’s Assess-

ment Center” and the needs of this program. The 

SWO Board chose to send our offering which 

totaled $175. 
 

We encourage Units looking for places to share 

financial gifts to consider this program.  Pastor 

James Holmberg works with this program and 

he wrote  the following... 
 

LSS operates and staffs a temporary shelter in 

Milwaukee called the Assessment Center for 

young women up to the age of 17 who have 

been removed from their homes because of ne-

glect, abuse, violence, or other special circum-

stances.  The girls receive care and support 

while preparing for entry into the Foster Care 

system.  The Center is in need of commercial 

grade kitchen supplies and place settings.  Cash 

donations would be best.  Checks should be 

made out to Lutheran Social Services with a 

notation that the funds are for the Assessment 

Center.   
 

Please use the following address for mailing: 

 Rev. James Holmberg 

 Lutheran Social Services 

 647 W. Virginia St., Suite 200 

 Milwaukee, WI 53204 

 
 

Remember Jesus’ words as recorded in the 25th 

chapter of Matthew:  “as you did it to one of the 

least of these, you did it unto me”. 

UNIT TREASURERS  

 

Remember that beginning February 1, 2012 all remittances should 

be mail to our new treasurer  Sue Seidemann 

           3729 N. 12th Street 

          Sheboygan, WI 53083 
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ONLINE BIBLE STUDY – GOSPEL OF MARK 
Submitted by Julie Starks  

 

A “Blog” is a website that allows for online discussion on the blog writer’s 

chosen topic.  I am happy to share my blog, Fit and Faithful, with anyone 

willing to check in! 
 

The blog address, http://fitandfaithful.blogspot.com/.  Our topic is a guided 

Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark. We follow the study in the magazine 

“Gather” published by the Women of the ELCA.  
 

The theme verse for the year is from Mark 10:49b, Take heart; get up, [Jesus] is calling you. That verse alone drew me 

to this study. It is encouraging, take heart; active, get up and personal, Jesus is calling you. And together, these words 

are very powerful! 
 

There are 9 sessions that we will cover over 9 months (beginning in Sept.). Each session builds on past sessions but the 

author of the study promises that one can join in at any time and participate fully. I add new material, at least weekly, to 

cover the material in the monthly session. So check into the blog address regularly - not only for my materials but to 

read and ponder comments from others!  All “posts” (main entries by the blog writer) are visible so you can go back to 

see what comments have been made. 
 

In Advent of this year, we will begin to hear readings from Mark for the Gospel lesson each Sunday through summer of 

2012. Our study readings will not necessarily coincide with the Sunday readings but we will have a more deep appreci-

ation and understanding of these readings (I hope) from our timely study. 

You are invited to join in on your schedule! 
 

For more information, Julie Starks, jastarks@earthlink.net 

 

 

HOW TO FIND US ON THE WEB 

 

The Greater Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA has a new 

web site design worth checking out!  Our Women of 

the ELCA page can be found under “What we 

do” (headings at the top of the home page) and then 

under “Ministries.” 

We now have a Photo Gallery!  And as you explore the 

main website you can see that articles on what is going 

on in our churches are welcome! 

I will be updating our page through the next months so 

please check back often. 

 

Greater Milwaukee Website: 

www.milwaukeesynod.org 

To submit articles use e-mail to: mkewelca@gmail.com  

 

Julie Starks 

Communications Chair 

COMMUNICATION TEAM OPPORTUNITY 
 

Our small, but loyal, group meets once every 3 

months to fold, seal and place address labels on our  

newsletter, “GLEANINGS”.  We will miss Donna  

Domagalski, who passed away in early November.  

She shared many stories and kept our time together a 

lively one. 
 

We meet one morning a quarter at the end of Febru-

ary, May, August and November for about 90 

minutes at St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church 

which is located in Greendale.  If you would like to 

join our team, please contact Julie Starks by phone, 

414-483-0122 or e-mail: jastarks@earthlink.net. 

 

 

 

 

 
Café is an award-winning, on-line magazine from 

Women of the ELCA that features timely articles 

about faith and life, Scripture reflections, and an op-

portunity for sharing your thoughts with others. 
 

This free monthly e-zine is addressed primarily to 

women ages 18-35 but will inspire women of all ages.   

Come to www.boldcafe.org and feel your spirit re-

freshed. 

http://fitandfaithful.blogspot.com/
http://www.milwaukeesynod.org/
mailto:mkewelca@gmail.com
http://www.boldcafe.org/
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Social Media Workshop Tips 
 

The following points are from the Social Media Workshop at our October convention. 

 

* Perspective:  Martin Luther used social media of the day when he tacked his thoughts on the church door for every-

one to see.  Using Facebook or Twitter is very much like that.  Facebook (FB) allows you to control who sees what 

you post, Twitter does not.  

* Why sign-up?  Connect with family and friends whom you don’t always get to see or talk to.  Receive links from 

organizations to learn more about them easily.  For example, Women of the ELCA, The Lutheran Magazine, The 

ELCA. 

* To begin:  Go to www.facebook.com and register.  Create a password with numbers and letters.  Skip Selecting 

Friends at this point of registration 

* Add profile information so those searching for you will know if this is you. 

* Confirm registration by clicking on the link sent to your e-mail address. 

* Set-up privacy!  This is very important!  On the top bar of your FB page, right side, click on the downward arrow 

and then Privacy Settings.  A new page will open with 3 options for privacy and good descriptions of what each op-

tion means.  Read through these.  Be aware:  Public means everything you post including photos, can be seen by 

anyone on FB!     

* Add Friends.  This is why you are on FB!  Again, on the upper right bar of your FB page, click on Find Friends.  In 

the search box, on the top of the page, type in names or e-mail addresses and a list will come up.  Select your friend 

and click Add Friend.  Your friend will be sent a message and they can decide whether to accept or not 

* Likes.  Enter organizations, television shows, businesses in the search box.  Their page will appear and you can then 

click on Like.  You will then receive posts from them.  They do not have to approve you as a friend.  Women of the 

ELCA, ELCA, The Lutheran Magazine all have very good and active pages.  You will receive links to interesting 

articles and blogs by liking them. 

 

Feel free to contact me for more information!  Julie Starks, jastarks@earthlink.net 

 

THANK YOU………………. 
 

Just a note to say “Thank you” for the good wishes I received from so many of you upon reaching the end of my term as 

president of the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization, (SWO) Women of the ELCA.  It is a BIG change 

for me but already there are several opportunities being offered as a way for me to keep involved and in touch with all of 

you.  We will see were our Lord leads me. 
 

In the meantime, I encourage you to support not only your church unit of the Women of the ELCA, but also your Great-

er Milwaukee SWO.  The Board needs you to be willing to participate in their functions like the Spring Retreat, the 

Cluster meetings, the Convention, at which the Women of the ELCA will celebrate their 25th Anniversary in October, 

2012.  Our churchwide organization also needs your support.  Consider having a Thankoffering Service once every year. 

Your SWO can help you with that planning. 
 

My best wishes to each of you as we prepare our minds and our hearts for the celebration of the birth of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.    

   

   Merry Chritmas and a Happy, Blessed New Year! 

    Carole Ropel, Past SWO President 

 

http://www.facebook.com/
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2011 CONVENTION REPORT 
Submitted by Convention Chair, Nancy Hanks 

 

105 women from the Milwaukee area gathered at St. John Lutheran 

Church in Brookfield for our 24th annual Synodical Women’s Organiza-

tion Convention.  We enjoyed six very interesting workshops from or-

ganizations such as Seedfolk Ministries, Wisconsin Citizens and Organi-

zations Active in Disasters and Campus Ministry.  In addition we learned 

about our church today from Bishop Jeff Barrow, the ELCA Malaria 

Campaign and received some hands on experience learning about social 

media.  Many thanks to all the wonderful workshop presenters. 
 

We were  delighted to have Kristine Brugamyer, churchwide representative, participate at our convention.  We also wel-

comed Bishop Jeff Barrow who gave the worship sermon, Pastor Gail Brodersen-Heins who presided at Saturday wor-

ship and Pastor Vivian Thomas-Breitfeld who led the Friday evening closing meditation.  Our worship service was made 

more meaningful by singers from St. Stephen the Martyr and by the signing of Amy Kiesner. 
 

Thank-you to all who attended for your generous donations of inkind gifts and offerings.  Over 250 baby items were col-

lected for Hope Center in Waukesha.  Our convention offering totaled $2,091.  Half of that will be sent in to Women of 

the ELCA churchwide and the other half will go to the ELCA Malaria Campaign. 
 

We could not have had this convention without the help of so many dedicated women of the church.  Our thanks go out 

especially to the women of St. John Lutheran Church for all the work they did in serving and setting up for the conven-

tion.   This year’s convention also included a wonderful skit performed by the women of St. John Lutheran and Ruth 

Urdahl who provided the script.   I especially appreciate all the work by members of the convention committee, especial-

ly Robin Fatla, convention intern.   Robin will be organizing next year’s convention which will take place at Grace  

Lutheran Church in Thiensville at which time we will celebrate 25 years of Women of the ELCA.  I would also like to 

thank outgoing president, Carole Ropel for her many years of service to the Women of the ELCA and for making my job 

as Convention Chair so       
much easier. 

Worship is always one of the Conven-

Saturday morning convention goers were treated 

to some “local talent” when Karen Aamat, Pat 

Gardner, Penny Holt, Betty Nikutta and Ruth Ur-

dahl presented a well-received skit “Introduce 

Yourself”. 

Friday evening’s closing devotions included women coming to 

the altar, light a candle and say a prayer. 

Bishop Jeff Barrow & Pastor Gail Brodersen-Heins serving 

communion at the opening worship service on Saturday. 
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NEW FACES ON THE SWO BOARD 

Gayle Cameron  is a single mother with a 21 year old daughter.  She lives in 

Franklin and is a member at Whitnall Park Lutheran Church.  Gayle has worked 

for many years in the Health Care Field.  In 2002 she took a job with Case New 

Holland where she worked in customer service.  In November of 2010 the de-

partment whe was working in needed to down size so she lost her job.May of 

2011 she started a job with M & I, a part of the BMO Financial Group through 

Manpower. in the Regional Credit Center. 

Laura Lee grew up in northern Illinois and attended Augsburg College where 

she was on various Outreach teams.  For two years she served as a volunteer 

missionary through the ELCA’s Division for Global Mission in Bratislave, 

Slovakia.  When she returned she worked with Campus Ministry at Augsburg.  

Laura is the wife of a pastor and mother of two daughters ages 7 and 9.  A 

member of St. Olaf Lutheran Church, she is involved with many activities plus 

she is a substitute teacher. 

Donna Hallada, is the mother of three adult children, 

plus her husband Bill’s 7 from a precious marriage.  

She is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church in West 

Bend where she serves as president of the Ruth Cir-

cle.  She has attended the past four triennial gather-

ings.  She belongs to The National Alliance for the 

Mentally Ill (NAMI) in West Bend as well as NAMI 

in Greater Milwaukee.  She’s an acrtive chair com-

mittee participant at the Moose and her favorite things 

to do are volunteer and travel. 

Marilyn Smithyman, grew up in Monroe, WI.  She is 

a graduate of Carthage College with a BA in English/

Secondary Education and a minor in French.  She is 

also a graduate from UW-Madison with an MA in Eng-

lish Lit.  Marilyn has served in many different position 

in congregations where she has been a member.  Mari-

lyn and her husband Bill are members at Abiding Sav-

ior Lutheran Church. 

Sue Seidemann is really not a “new face” on the SWO Board because she has 

served as our treasurer before.  Sue is the VP of Rainbow Kids; a Pre-School Day 

teacher; ESL teacher.  Sue and her husband live in Sheboygan where they are 

members at St. Peter Lutheran Church.  She enjoys being a Mom and a Grand-

mother. 
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LET’S TAKE A BITE OUT OF MALARIA 
 

Your Help Will Make a Differenceéé..                 

By Carole Ropel 
 

 

 

  Last October, during the business portion of the Greater Milwaukee SWO Convention in October, the 

voting members approved a resolution that stated:  

 

“RESOLVED, that the Women of the ELCA, Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization, (SWO), its Clus-

ters, its congregational units and its individual participants be encouraged to support, with prayers and offerings, our 

church’s ELCA  Malaria Campaign; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Greater Milwaukee SWO and congregational units be encouraged to use synodical newsletters 

and monthly newsletters as an avenue of education and awareness of this important Initiative.” 

 

Your SWO Board urges you to talk with your pastor to decide on a plan for bringing this special need to the attention 

of the members of your church.  Information, a contribution form and posters are available by simply requesting them 

from the ELCA, Churchwide, either by phone (1-800-638-3522) or by e-mail (www.elca.org/malaria).  You may also 

call me at 262-523-4130. 

 

Here are a few facts:  In Africa, a child dies every 45 seconds from malaria and in total, the disease claims nearly one 

million lives each year.  Malaria is preventable and treatable with medication, education, and preventative measures 

such as furnishing mosquito netting. 

 

§ $10 provides an insecticide-treated mosquito net and education to protect a family from malaria. 

§ $50 provides enough medicine to treat 23 people infected with malaria. 

§ $100 trains a village health team to help treat and prevent malaria in their community. 

§ $250 provides enough medicine to prevent 125 women and their babies from contracting malaria during           

pregnancy. 

 

Please…..join in this urgent need to eradicate this disease.  Your help will make a difference! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We extend our sympathy to the family of Donna Domagalski 

who passed away on October 29th.  Donna, a member of St. 

John’s Lutheran Church in West Milwaukee, was very active 

in the work of the women.  Donna had served on the SWO 

Board and was a faithful worker in getting the Gleanings ready 

to be mailed. 

 

We also express our sympathy to Carole LaFond whose hus-

band, John, passed away very unexpectedly on November 

10th.  

John & Carole are members at Atonement Lutheran Church in 

Muskego.  Carole was our Triennial coordinator in 2005.  

Still looking for that 

perfect Christmas gift? 

 

Try looking at the ELCA 

GOOD GIFTS 

 

www.elca.org/goodgifts 

 

Give Gifts 

that make a difference 

 

http://www.elca.org/malaria
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PRE-REGISTRATION FOR 

2014 TRIENNIAL GATHERING 
 

July 24-27, 2014 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Churchwide is offering a discounted registration fee 

of $250 through December 31, 2011 
 

To pre-register, go to the Women of the ELCA website 

www.womenoftheelca.org click on the pre-registration 

form, download it and mail it with a check to the address 

on the form.  Pre-registrations can be transferred, mean-

ing that if you do pre-register and something occurs that 

you are unable to attend, you can donate it, give it to an-

other person, or sell it to another person. 
 

Several of our SWO women took advantage of this pre-

registration offer while attending the Triennial Gathering 

this past July in Spokane.  It is really a good deal and 

you are urged to begin making  plans now to attend. 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

 

Where is the center of the Bible? 

Thought you might find this interesting 

 

What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?  (Psalm 117) 

 

What is the longest chapter in the Bible?  (Psalm 119) 

 

Which chapter is in the center of the Bible (Psalm 118) 

 

    Fact:  There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118 

    Fact:  There are 594 chapters after Psalm 118 

 

Add these numbers up and you get 1188 

 

What is the center verse in the Bible? 

Psalm 118:8 

 

Does this verse say something significant about God’s 

perfect will for our lives?  The next time someone says 

they would like to find God’s perfect will for their lives 

and that they want to be in the center of His will, just 

send them to the center of His Word!  (Psalms 118:8) 

 

“It is better to take refuge in the LORD  

than to trust in man” 

After LWR interviewed more than 450 “quilt” and “kit” 

recipients, 21 overseas partner organizations and more than 

1,000 dedicated quilters and kit-makers throughout the US 

some changes have been made and here are some updated 

guidelines.   
 

Here are a couple of questions and answers regarding items 

we send to LWR:  
 

Q. Why can’t we use tote-style School Kit bags anymore? 

A. It was discovered that children all over the world are  

       much more comfortable with backpack-style bags and  

       find them more practical.  In some contexts, the tote- 

       style bags are seen as feminine and draw negative  

       attention to boys who carry them. 
 

Q. What is the importance of the no stains policy on any  

       of the used items in the Baby Care Kits? 

A. As part of the LWR value or accompaniments, we 

      strive to ensure every person who receives an LWR 

      Quilt or Kit is treated with equity, dignity and respect. 

      when people have lost so much, receiving an item that 

      appears cast-off can add to their suffering.  Also, im- 

      ported clothing is increasingly difficult to get through 

      customs in many countries.  Even one item that looks 

      suspicious to local officials can jeopardize the status of 

      a whole shipment.  
continued in next column 

 

It is suggested that all Units and individuals who make 

quilts and kits for LWR contact them for a complete list of 

the requirements and guidelines.  Ask for a copy to 

“Questions & Answers...What’s NEW in LWR’s Quilt and 

Kit Ministry”. 

 

Call LWR at 800-597-5972 

E-mail them at lwr@lwr.org 

 

QUILTERS IN THE GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD 

ARE TO BE CONGRATULATED 
 

The following congregations let me know how many 

quilts, and kits, they made and sent to LWR in 2011.  

Many more congregations participated in this wonderful 

program.  Please let Betty Warber know by sending an  

e-mail to: mkewelca@gmail.com and we will include those 

in the March Gleanings. 

 

Martin Luther…………………………….……….85 quilts 

St. Luke’s (Greendale)…………………………..195 quilts 

Abiding Savior…………………………………..450 quilts 

Jackson Park………………………………………70 quilts 

St. Stephen they Martyr…175 school bags……...106 quilts 

Trinity (South Milwaukee)...……………………...59 quilts 

Unity sent Health kits (at this printing we have no number) 

 

http://lwr.org/site/lookup.asp?c=dmJXKiOYJgI6G&b=6319053
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Please put the following dates on your calendar and make a New Year’s resolution that in 

the year 2012 you will participate in SWO events. 

§ Saturday, March 17, 2012  Joint Cluster Gathering at Luther Manor.  The Program will be based on the Holy 

Lands. 

 

§ May 18 & 19, 2012 A Retreat with  our sisters from the South-Central Synod.  The event will take place at  

      Immanuel Lutheran Church in Watertown. 

 

§ August 17-19, 2012 Women’s Retreat Weekend at Pine Lake Camp in Waupaca 

 

§ September 2012 - Pine Lake Camp -  Women’s Weekend Retreat 

 

§ October 12-13, 2012  Our 25th Annual SWO Convention will be held at Grace Lutheran Church in Thiensville. 

 

§ November 2012 - Fall Joint Cluster Gathering - time and place to be announced 

 

There will be more details about these events in the March 2012 Gleanings.  If you have questions about any of these 

events you may also call anyone of the Board Member whose phone numbers and e-mail addresses are located on the 

next page. 

BOLD WOMEN’S DAY 

February 26, 2012 

 

Be bold, take risk on account of the Gospel, but believe 

more boldly still in Christ Jesus; that’s what Martin Luther 

tells us.  And that’s what Women of the ELCA celebrates 

through Bold Women’s Day:  Women who are bold, wom-

en who take risks on account of the gospel, women who 

believe more boldly still in Jesus Christ. 

 

Bold Women’s Day, observed annually on the fourth Sun-

day of February, celebrates all Lutheran women who have 

acted or are acting boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.  

Whether you live out your bold story of faith in your 

workplace, family or community, let’s celebrate that bold. 

 

Women of the ELCA … there is time to plan to celebrate 

some woman (or women) in your Unit or within your con-

gregation who is bold in her life style.  Talk with your pas-

tor and see how you can acknowledge that person for her 

bold on Sunday, February 26th.  

 

   

  Whose picture will you put into this 

  graphic?  Your mother, grandmother, 

  a sister, aunt or a friend?  Hold that per- 

  son up on February 26th as an example of 

  a woman living out their faith boldly.  

 

  There are excellent resources available at 

  www.womenoftheelca.org 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
 

Women of the ELCA offer scholarships in four categories 

and the application period begins on December 15, 2011. 
 

1. Scholarships for Lutheran laywomen:  provides as-

sistance to Lutheran women studying for a career other 

than ordained ministry. 

2. Scholarships for administrative leadership:  pro-

vides assistance to women interested in reaching the 

top of their field as administrators.  The additional edu-

cation may be pursued through fulltime school attend-

ance, night courses, or summer sessions. 

3. Scholarships for ordained ministry: provides assis-

tance to Lutheran women during their final year at an 

ELCA seminary.  Candidates must be preparing for 

ordained ministry in the ELCA and must have been 

endorsed by their synodical candidacy committee. 

4. Scholarships for ELCA college & seminary leader-

ship: provides assistance to women administrators and 

faculty and ELCA colleges and seminaries who wish 

to participate in leadership training and management 

training institutes. 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS FOR 2012 GRANTS 

opens on December 15, 2011 
 

Grants will be awarded to programs that support one or 

more of the following three visions: 1.  the making of a 

sound mind; improving women’s inner health; the building 

of a strong body: 2) Medical prevention and treatment: 3)

The affirmation of a steadfast faith; sustaining our spiritual 

Health. 
 

Check out the Women of the ELCA website for application forms 
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President:       Betty Warber (2013) 

  Worship       6517 Williamsburg Way 

  Resource       Mount Pleasant, WI 53406 

  Books                     262-886-8918 Cell:  262-308-2676 

                                   betty@warber.net  

                     Hephatha LC—Milwaukee 

 

Vice-Pres                   Janice Camus (2012)                   

  Registrar        5253 N. Lovers Land Rd.  #323 

  Constitution              Milwaukee, WI 53225 

    Chair                      414-464-0708  Cell:414-350-4708 

         jcamus@wi.rr.com 

                      Martin Luther LC - Milwaukee 

Secretary:           Marilyn Smithyman (2012) 

  Historian            7075 North 97th Street 

  Milwaukee, WI 53224 

                414-358-0714 Cell:  414-331-4309  

                             msmithyman@aol.com 

                             Abiding Savior LC  - Milwaukee 

 

Treasurer:           Donna Derse (until January 31, 2012) 
 Finance Chair      5621 E. Peninsula Road 

 Offerings             Waterford, WI 53185 

                              262-514-2567 Cell:  414-828-0239 

                              dderse@wi.rr.com 

                              Norway LC - Wind Lake 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mission Team         Jan Fox (2013)  

                                     4130 South Carnaby Lane                                 

                        New Berlin, WI 53151 

                                     262-782-5680  Cell:  414-379-6823  

                                     Janice_fox@att.net 

                                    Ascension LC - Milwaukee 

 
Mission Team        Donna Hallada (2013) 

                       5046 Hwy 33 W 

                                    West Bend, WI 53095 

                                    262-629-5860 Cell:  

                                    Dhallada@frontier.com   

                                    Trinity LC - West Bend 

                                    
Anti-Racism          Joyce Spinn (2012) 

  Co-Chair            4132 W. Orchard Street 

Joint Cluster             Milwaukee, WI 53215-1708 

  Liaison        414-383-4942  Cell:  414-801-4942  

                                    Joyce.Spinn@va.gov 

                       Unity LC - Milwaukee 

 
Anti-Racism        Pastor Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld (2012) 

   Co-Chair                  13200 W. Greenfield Avenue 

                                    Brookfield, WI 53005 

                                    262-782-8370  Cell: 262-366-2672   

                                    prviviane@gethsemane-brookfield.org  

                                    Gethsemane LC—Brookfield 
      

Conv.  Chair        Robin Fatla  (2012) 

                              W62 N616 Washington Avenue 

                 Cedarburg, WI 53012 

                 262-377-0046 Cell:  414-573-9127 

                 rlwfatla@gmail.com 

                St. John’s LC - Grafton 
 

Conv. Intern        Laura Lee  (2013) 

                 W675 Roosevelt Road 

   Rubicon, WI 53078 

                              920-474-4317 Cell:   

                              2crunchyfrogs@gmail.com 

                              St. Olaf LC - Rubicon 

 

Cluster and Gayle Cameron (2013)  

Cong. Liaison 10564 West Cortez Circle #4 

  Franklin, WI 53132 

                         Cell:  262-914-9083 

  gcameron23@yahoo.com 

  Whitnall Park LC - Hales Corners 

The “Gleanings” is published four times each year …. 

March, June, September and December 
 

Articles for each publication should be submitted by the 

first of February, May, August and November 
 

Articles submitted should be e-mailed to this address:   

mkewelca@gmail.com  

Joint Cluster  Nancy Sack 

   I, II, III, IV 414-545-5434 

Nominations nsack@att.net 

   Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communications Chair  Julie Starks 

    414-483-0122 

    jastarks@earthlink.net 

 

Committee Members  Nancy Sack 
 

    LaVerne Mueller 

    414-541-2103 

    zeddies@milwpc.com   
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization 

3259 S. Swain Court 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

DATED MATERIAL 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Milwaukee, WI 

Permit No.3678 

 

The Gleanings is published four times each year (March, June, September, December).  This is one way the Women of 

the ELCA within the Greater Milwaukee Synod communicates with you.  Two copies are mailed to every congregation 

within the Synod - one copy being addressed to the Pastor and the second addressed to Women of the Church.   

 

Individuals may subscribe to receive the Gleanings at their home 
 

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or $9 for a two 

year subscription (8 copies).  Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order to Julie Starks, 3259 S. 

Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107.  Please note  above address label for the end date of your current subscription. 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Congregational Unit________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Another way to receive the Gleanings ...  
 

You can received the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail.  To do this send your name and your e-mail address to Julie 

Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net or access the Gleanings through the Greater Milwaukee Synod website at 

www.milwaukeesynod.org   Click on “What we do”, “Ministries” and “Women of the ELCA”. 

 


