
Refugee Resettlement Update
(Information accurate as of 3/28/2022)

We are so grateful for the outpouring of investment over the past several months in support of our 
refugee resettlement efforts. In addition to generous financial donations, hundreds of volunteer hours 
were spent collecting and sorting donated goods. Congregations and community groups received 
training and continue to companion our new Afghan neighbors as co-sponsors, helping to navigate bus 
routes, grocery stores, ESL classes and more.  

While the Afghan surge is over, the refugee pipeline is open. In just the first 21 days of March, we resettled 
37 refugees from places other than Afghanistan. The need for ongoing support, goods and co-sponsors 
continues, so that we can be ready to serve refugees assigned to us from anywhere in the world. 

We are fielding questions about how to help the people forced to flee their homes in Ukraine. Like the 
rest of the world, all of us at LSS are hoping for a peaceful resolution and that those who had to leave 
their homes may have the opportunity to return once the conflict is over. We have served refugees from 
the Ukraine in the past and will be ready to serve more in the future if and when we are called upon to 
receive them by our national agency, Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service (LIRS). Your continued 
support of our program will allow us to respond and welcome those needing a safe place as they start 
new lives. 

Understanding the Process and Definitions Involved in Refugee Resettlement
News reports often refer to anyone fleeing from violence or threats in their homeland and re-locating 
to another country as a refugee.  But in the United States, refugee refers to a specific legal status 
determined by the US Department of State. We are not immigration attorneys and if you have specific 
questions about an individual’s status, we recommend you consult an immigration attorney. The following 
information is presented for general background knowledge, based on our many decades of work in 
refugee resettlement. 

ACT COMPASSIONATELY.   SERVE HUMBLY.   LEAD COURAGEOUSLY.



• Refugee - In 1974 the US government created the Refugee Resettlement program.  Refugees are 
admitted into the United States through the Department of State which serves as a gatekeeper.  
Individuals who enter through the official gates have “permanent legal status” for the rest of their lives 
as long as they are law-abiding. They have the right and responsibility to apply for green card status 
within one year (which adjusts their legal status to permanent resident alien). Within 5 years they are 
eligible to apply for citizenship, which would change their status again to citizen. 

• Asylum seeker - In the United States, an asylum seeker is someone who flees the threats or violence 
in their homeland and goes to a different country seeking safety or asylum.  Asylum seekers in the 
US must file an application for Asylee status and present their compelling case before a judge.  If they 
are denied, they must leave the US in 60 days.  If they are adjudicated, then they receive “permanent 
legal status,” but are not automatically eligible for refugee resettlement services.  Their case must 
be referred to the US Department of State which completes background checks and extensive 
processing before granting refugee status. 

• Independent arrivals - Some individuals have the means to leave the threats and violence of their 
homeland and arrive in the US on their own.  In this case, because they have not come through 
the “gates” of the US Department of State, they are not automatically eligible refugee resettlement 
services. 

For all the latest information on the LSS Refugee Resettlement Program, visit our website often at   
lsswis.org.  If you are Interested in joining a weekly update call, please contact Sarah Halstead at 
church.relations@lsswis.org and she will send you the link to our weekly discussion.

You are receiving this information in print because we do not have an email address on record for you.  
If you would like more frequent, timely updates via email, please share your email address with us as 
donorrelations@lsswis.org.

ACT COMPASSIONATELY.   SERVE HUMBLY.   LEAD COURAGEOUSLY.

On behalf of all those we serve, thank you for your support of our work and mission.


