
 

 

 
 

2009 Resolution 4 - Advance Process For Identifying Potential Nominees 

For Synodical Bishop 

 

 
WHEREAS the election of a synodical bishop happens only once every six years and 

is a significant watershed in the life and leadership of our synod; and 

WHEREAS we affirm both the guidance of the Holy Spirit and our human gifts of 

intellect and discernment in the election process; and 

WHEREAS advance discussion of the blessings, challenges, and future of our synod 

would be beneficial in establishing the needs before us and the nominees who might 

lead us in response to those needs; and 

WHEREAS advance information about the experiences, views, and leadership style of 

nominees for the office would be of value to the voting members of the assembly; and 

WHEREAS our synod utilized a timely and thorough process in advance of the 2002 

assembly for identifying and lifting up the views and gifts of nominees for the office of 

synodical bishop; and 

WHEREAS a process used consistently every six years, regardless of incumbency, 

will best guarantee accountability and participation; and 

WHEREAS the ELCA document Questions to Assist in Preparation for Choosing a 

Bishop notes that those charged with electing a synodical bishop "know that prayerful 

conversation and consideration must begin long before any assembly action"; therefore 

be it 

RESOLVED that the 2009 synod assembly charge the current and future synod 

councils to develop a specific process for identifying and lifting up the views and gifts of 

nominees for the office of synodical bishop; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the current synod council develop a draft proposal for such a process 

to be considered by next year's assembly; and be it further 

RESOLVED that consent to the process always be sought of the assembly in the year 

prior to the election of a synodical bishop; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the ongoing responsibility for the recommendation of a process and 

for incorporating revisions to it as suggested by the assembly be that of the synod 

council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopted as Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly Action SA.09.05.14. on May 30, 2009. 


