
Reconciling in Christ Ministry Team  

Leadership has just changed in the Reconciling in Christ Ministry Team (RIC-MT).  

We want to thank Pastor Bill Beyer for his many years of leadership. Pr. Bill is not going 
anywhere, however. He will continue to be an important part of the RIC-MT and I look forward 
to working with him as the new Convener. 

As the new Convener, I would like to introduce myself. I am Char Guiliani (they, them, their), 
Pastor at Incarnation Lutheran in Milwaukee.  

You may ask, “Why do we need a Reconciling in Christ Ministry Team?”  

A Reconciling In Christ congregation is a congregation who intentionally welcomes members of 
the LGBTQIA+ community. Wondering why a congregation would need to become an RIC 
congregation was a mystery to me. Aren’t all congregations welcoming and affirming? This 
answer is a resounding no. Becoming a RIC congregation is a journey a congregation needs to 
take with Reconciling Works. This is not an easy or simple journey, but it is an important one. 

“The purpose of the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program is to ensure the welcome, inclusion, 
celebration, and advocacy for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expressions; work for racial equity and commit to anti-racist work and support the national program.” 
(https://www.reconcilingworks.org/ric/becomeric/) 

At the completion of this journey, the congregation is listed on the Reconciling Works website as 
welcoming and affirming congregation. A person who identifies as part of the LGBTQIA+ 
community can now search this website to find an RIC congregation and knows they will be 
intentionally welcomed, feeling safe and affirmed for whom God created them to be. Therefore, 
it is important to consider the RIC journey. 

The RIC-MT is one of the many partners of the Greater Milwaukee Synod and can be found on 
their website at https://milwaukeesynod.org/reconciling-in-christ/ . We, the RIC-MT, are here to 
walk with you and the congregation(s) as the discernment process toward becoming a RIC 
journey begins. We will continue to walk with you during and will celebrate with you at the 
completion of this important journey. Please feel free to contact the RIC-MT at ric@gmselca.org 
or myself and we will be more than happy to answer any questions you might have. 

There is a lot of work to do as there are 119 congregations within the Greater Milwaukee Synod 
and we currently have 29+ congregations and special ministries who identify as RIC 
congregations. We also have congregations that are currently at one point in the process or 
another, which we are grateful for their work and is encouraging.  

The Greater Milwaukee Synod’s RIC-MT will continue to increase our ministry to the 
congregations within the Greater Milwaukee Synod. 



The RIC-MT continues to have Congregational Summits in the fall of each year. These summits 
allow us to bring together people from RIC congregations as well as those congregations 
interested in becoming part of the RIC ministry. None of us are on this journey alone! 

Our RIC-MT continues to provide a ministry of visibility to the greater community. We provide 
a booth at Milwaukee PrideFest in the Health and Wellness area, as well as presence in the Pride 
Parade in early June every year. Over the last couple of years, we have been able to help provide 
a collective presence of our ministries to the community. We work to connect people with the 
congregations closest to them.  

We invite anyone who may want to join us on June 2nd, 2022, at our RIC-MT Worship. This year 
it will be held at Redeemer Lutheran, 1905 W. Wisconsin Ave, Milwaukee, and begins at 6:30p. 
We would also love you to walk with us in the Pride Parade on June 5, 2022, at 2pm. For more 
information please check the Pride Fest website at https://www.pridefest.com . 

The work of this ministry team would not be possible without the help of all those who work 
with this team. Their presence in our goal to bring a welcome to members of the LGBTQIA+ 
community to our congregations is a vital and important part of our witness.  

Peace and Blessings to each of you,  

Pastor Char Guiliani (they, them, their) RIC-MT Convener 
Incarnation Lutheran, Milwaukee, WI 
Email: pastor.char.guiliani@gmail.com or ric@gmselca.org  
 
 
 


