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 Some Working Definitions 

 Activist  a person who works to change a community, aiming to make it a better place. 

 Advocacy  any action that speaks in favor of, recommends, argues for a cause, supports or defends, or pleads on 
 behalf of another/others. 

 Discipleship 
 Matthew 28:18-20  Go Make Learners and Friends. 

 18  And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19  Go therefore 
 and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
 20  and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
 end of the age.’ 

 2 Corinthians 5:16-20 

 16  From now on, therefore,  we regard no one from a human point of view  ; even though we once knew Christ from 
 a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.  17  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
 everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  18  All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
 himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation;  19  that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
 world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and  entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 
 20  So we are ambassadors for Christ  , since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of 
 Christ, be reconciled to God. 

 Gospel  The Good News that God, through the incarnation,  crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus, has ultimately 
 defeated Sin/sin, death, and evil and reconciled the creation unto Godself. This work is entirely of God and 
 does not depend on any human work or belief or act. It is all pure gift. There is nothing in all creation that can 
 separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 Justice  Biblical references to the word “justice” mean “to make right.” Justice is, first and foremost, a relational 
 term — people living in right relationship with God, one another, and the natural creation. From a scriptural point 
 of view, justice means  loving our neighbor as we love ourselves and is rooted in the character and nature of God  . 
 As God is just and loving, so we are called to do justice and live in love. 



 Liberation Theology  A corrective to imperialistic Christianity that reminds Christians that God comes to us in and 
 through those who are poor and powerless in our societies. It was first articulated by Gustavo Gutierrez in 1973 
 from Latin America. “Much contemporary theology seems to start from the challenge of the nonbeliever. He 
 questions our religious world and faces it with a demand for profound purification and renewal. . . But the 
 challenge in a continent like Latin America does not come primarily from the man who does not believe, but from 
 the man who is not a man, who is not recognized as such by the existing social order: he is in the ranks of the 
 poor, the exploited; he is the man who scarcely knows that he is a man. His challenge is not aimed first at our 
 religious world, but at our economic, social, political, and cultural world; therefore, it is an appeal for a 
 revolutionary transformation of the very basis of a dehumanizing society. The question is not therefore how to 
 speak of God in an adult world, but how to proclaim Him as a Father in a world that is not human.” 
 – Gustavo Gutierrez, “Liberation, Theology, and Proclamation” (1974) 

 Partisan  feeling, showing, or deriving from strong and sometimes blind adherence to a particular party, faction, 
 cause, or person : exhibiting, characterized by, or resulting from partisanship 

 Peace (Shalom)  Completeness, wholeness, health, peace, welfare, safety, soundness, tranquility, prosperity, 
 perfectness, fullness, rest, harmony, and the absence of agitation or discord.  Shalom comes from the root verb 
 shalom meaning to be complete, perfect and full.  In modern Hebrew, the related word Shelem means to pay for, 
 and Shulam means to be fully paid.  (Strong’s Concordance (7965)) 

 Politics/Political  Politics is about making agreements between people so that they can live together in groups 
 such as tribes, cities, or countries. ... Politicians, and sometimes other people, may get together to form a 
 government. Politics is the set of activities that are associated with making decisions in groups, or other forms of 
 power relations among individuals, such as the distribution of resources or status. 

 Power  the capacity to  act in service of oneself and others. Power OVER is the capacity to act in service of 
 oneself and others within a hierarchical structure, where the one exercising their power (usually of a role, position, 
 or office) may affect the lives of others in a manner that is not equal or reciprocal. Pawer is neutral, natural and 
 necessary. 

 Separation of Church & State (Establishment Clause of the 1st Amendment)  Separation of church and state' 
 metaphor rooted in early American fears of government involvement; Roger Williams, founder of Rhode Island, 
 was the first public official to use this metaphor. He opined that an authentic Christian church would be possible 
 only if there was “a wall or hedge of separation” between the “wilderness of the world” and “the garden of the 
 church.” Williams believed that any government involvement in the church would corrupt the church. He did not, 
 nor did the 1st Amendment, ever state that religion or faith should be absent from the lives of public servants or 
 that the Church should not provide counsel or influence regarding public policies. 

 Sin/sins  “Not the way things are supposed to be” or “that which causes alienation, deformation, damnation and 
 death no matter what we call them.”  (Barbara Brown Taylor,  Speaking of Sin  , 2001) 


