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Strive for justice and peace on earth 

A Gift? 
Striving for justice and peace might sound exhausting like an 
unending task (rather than a gift) which has the potential to keep 
us awake at night.  Injustice and strife reflect human existence at 
its worst. 

1. What injustice or strife concerns you the most? 
 

 
God has created all that exists.  Humans are created in the very 
image of God. Consequently, God loves each person, and we are 

ought to love one    
 
But not everyone is likeable or loveable including us. Nevertheless, this does not mean we (or they) are 
unloved or of no value to God.  No, it is just the opposite.  God unabashedly loves each of us though 
admittedly, not all of our actions.   
 
God hears and responds.  We too, are to hear those same cries and respond. 

 cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, 
defend the orphan, plead for the widow.   (Isaiah 1:16b-17 NRSV) Justice, peace, and love are intertwined.  
For in reality, There can be NO peace without justice.  

There can be NO justice without peace. 
There can be NO peace and justice without love.  
For justice and peace are born from love.  

 
2. What does it mean to s No justice, no peace.  Know justice, know peace.  
3.  

 
A Gift!  
Striving for justice and peace becomes a realized gift of discipleship as we discover a God-inspired love for 
neighbor which will not allow us to be deaf, silent, or apathetic.  The gift comes in being driven to God for 
courage, wisdom, and compassion.  The gift comes when we face injustice and are empowered by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the truth in love. The gift comes in being so aligned with the crucified Christ that his 
love fills and compels us to love our neighbor beyond what we thought would be humanly possible.   
 
As we love our neighbor, we are drawn into their story and their pain.  Our voices are offered for those 
who cannot speak on their own behalf.  Our 
waters, and righteousness like an ever  We join the crucified Christ and 
share the pain of the world as we strive for justice and peace.  
 
The gift comes, by the grace of God, when we are allowed to view each person as God views us, the 
beloved of God a lamb a sinner 
redeeming.  Thanks be to God! 

Live among 
God's faithful 

people

Hear the word 
of God and 
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Lord's  supper
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God in word 

and deed

Serve all 
people, 

following the 
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Jesus

Strive for 
justice and 
peace in all 
the earth
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DIG DEEPER:  Strive for justice and peace on earth 

Strive  
We are to strive to venture, to exert, to give it our best so that we can 
experience and live out a glimpse of the promised gifts in baptism of justice and 
peace. We can never know the fullness of justice and peace in a broken, strife-
ridden world, but we can get a glimpse. 

1. What is the significance of the word strive  in this gift of discipleship? 
2. What other word could be used?  

Justice 

rooted in baptism, is reflected in our relationship 
with others.   We are to strive for justice because God is just.  

3. Read the quote from Martin Luther King, Jr.  Why is justice  so difficult?  
4. Why does the goal of justice require sacrifice, suffering, and struggle?  
5. What specific injustice might you want to strive to end?  
6. What prevents you from working for justice and peace? 
 
Peace 
We often think of peace as a world without wars or conflict.  But it is much 
more than that.  In our liturgy, we are invited in peace, let us pray to the 
Lord.   We sing Lamb of God, grant us peace.  We share the peace of the 
Lord as our greeting to one another.  There is something more much 
more to peace than a world without conflict.  Peace involves wellness
food, shelter, safety, well-being, and wholeness. 

7. Why is it important to understand peace as more than the absence of conflict? 
8. Describe a time when you were filled with peace. 

 

A steward takes care of that which belongs to another, including gifts 
given by God. Rate yourself below on the scale.  How much do you strive for justice and peace on earth?   
Never  _______________________________Sometimes________________________________Always     

9. How might God be stirring you to expand your current faith practice in this area? 
 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN: To strive for justice and peace on earth?  
10. What does it mean to you to strive for justice and peace on earth? 
11.  How might striving for justice and peace bring you closer to Christ? 

 
REMEMBER THOSE IN PRAYER: 
ME:                      For me to courage in order to be an ally with those facing injustice 
YOU:       For those who are denied opportunities due to bigotry, prejudice, and hatred  
CHURCH:  For boldness to name injustice, speak truth in love, and work towards peace for all 
WORLD: For government officials, leaders, and those who work for peace with justice 

But strive for the 

greater gifts. And I 
will show  you a still 
more excellent way. 

-1 Corinthians 12:31 
NRSV 

Every step toward 

the  goal of justice 
requires sacrifice, 
suffering, 
and struggle; the tireless 
exertions and passionate  
concern of dedicated 
individuals. 

-Martin Luther King, Jr. 


