
OUR VISION
Healthy communities filled with people 
using their God-given gifts to serve. 

OUR MISSION 
Act compassionately. 
Serve humbly. 
Lead courageously.

Contact
Sarah Halstead 
Church Relations Liaison
sarah.halstead@lsswis.org 
(920) 213-6078
www.lsswis.org

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan 
(LSS) celebrated 140 years of joint ministry in 2022. As we 
reflected on many blessings that began with Pastor Homme in 
1882 and have grown to include thousands of lives impacted 
by the generosity of Lutherans and philanthropists through the 
years, one thing was evident - Many things have changed 
since our beginnings, yet many things remain the same. 

We no longer have orphanages, but children are finding 
forever homes through adoption. We no longer speak of 
people being “insane” or having “nervous breakdowns” but 
challenges of mental health and incorporating wellness 
into our lives continue to hit home today. Instead of sending 
elderly to an “old folks home” we are helping people to remain 
independent and lead their own decisions. Saloons are a thing 
of the past, but there is no end in sight to the price we all pay 
for addictions to various substances in our communities.

What has remained constant is that LSS and our ministry 
partners, including those in the East Central Synod of 
Wisconsin, have been there every step of the way. Specific 
programs may change, yet we remain committed to 
Strengthening Families, Empowering Independence and 
Belonging and Inspiring Recovery.  

Sign up to receive “Illuminate”, a special e-newsletter for our  
faith partners to hear what we’re doing together and how you 
can help. 

Many things have changed, 
yet much remains the same

Individuals Served

23,743

774 
Employees

1,246 
Volunteer 

Hours
96% overall client satisfaction

63 unique 
programs in SE WI

5,960 
clients in SE WI

93% of 
clients say we 
improved the 

quality 
of their 

lives 


