
Resolution Honoring the Courageous Leadership of Rev. Joe and Joyce Ellwanger 

Whereas, Rev. Joe and Joyce Ellwanger are living icons in the Lutheran Church and beyond for 
their selfless and courageous witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Gospel summons to 
peace, justice, and faithful living; and 

Whereas, Joe and Joyce struggled for the Beloved Community amidst the bombs and racist 
hatred of the KKK in Birmingham and the shameful silence of many white moderate pastors; 
and  

Whereas, Joe participated in the “Turnaround Tuesday” march over the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
on March 9, 1965, days after Bloody Sunday, and Pastor Joe was consequently present by 
invitation in the Oval Office for the signing of the Civil Rights Voting Act of 1965 by President 
Lyndon Johnson; and 

Whereas, Joyce was imprisoned for six months in Alderson Federal Prison for her civil 
disobedience protesting the U.S. School of the Americas’ training of right-wing military in the 
use of torture to quell dissent in autocratic countries in Central America; and 

Whereas, Joe was one of the seven founding pastors of MICAH, and both Joe and Joyce have 
provided key leadership in MICAH since 1988 including serving as President (Joe), Secretary 
(Joyce), efforts to reduce mass incarceration, to Save the Felmers Chaney Center (Joe), to 
protect and expand public transportation (Joyce), to create a Holy Ground Task Force at 
Hephatha (Joyce), to recruit and form new WISDOM affiliates throughout Wisconsin (Joe), to 
combat white Christian nationalism through the We All Belong Campaign, and to work tirelessly 
on most of the issue campaigns of MICAH over the past 35 years; and 

Whereas, the community engagement of both Joe and Joyce is numerous, including leadership 
(and in some cases founding) the Martin Luther King, Jr. All-A-Thon, Project Return, Serenity 
Inns, Ezekiel Neighborhood Association, Breaking the Chains Ministry, the Coalition on Lead 
Emergency (COLE), and companion Synod partnership in El Salvador; and 

Whereas, Joe and Joyce worked together to reshape and rejuvenate Cross Lutheran Church 
during a 34-year pastorate forging a Gospel centered, multi-cultural ministry that took the lead 
on the ordination of women, the blessing and marriage of gay and lesbian couples, providing 
sanctuary for refugees, seeking protection for Bishop Medardo Gomez from right-wing death 
squads in El Salvador, forming the Bread of Healing clinic, developing a life-shaping youth choir 
that traveled nationally, tending to the spiritual and physical needs of congregants and 
neighbors, and many other significant aspects of exemplary ministry that are narrated  in Joe’s 
widely read book Strength for the Struggle; and 

Whereas, in retirement Joe and Joyce have continued to offer passionate, personal ministry as 
members of Hephatha Lutheran Church leading Adult Sunday School, building a Community 
Garden (Joyce), leading the MICAH Holy Ground Task Force (Joyce), visiting the sick, providing 
meals at Serenity Inns (Joyce), giving rides to worship for men incarcerated at Felmers Chaney 



Center (Joe), leading Circles of Support for those re-entering from prison (Joyce), guiding 
Hephatha’s Get Out The Vote team, and encouraging and supporting Pastor Mary Martha 
Kannass, the Hephatha congregation, and the 18th and Locust neighborhood; therefore, be it 

Resolved that the 2024 Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly offers their enduring gratitude and 
admiration for the courageous leadership and dedicated service of Pastor Joe and Joyce 
Ellwanger. 

 

Submitted by the Greater Milwaukee Synod Council 


