Study on Faith & Civic Life Social Statement - Session 2
Morning Chat (1.20.26)

Dwelling in the Word: Matthew 20: 25-26
e What did you hear or notice in these texts?

e What do you wonder? What questions or concerns come up for you in these
readings?
e Where might God be nudging us as people of faith in relation to civic life?

2026-01-20 10:37:28 From David Schoob He/Him/His to Everyone:
power/greatness=servanthood

2026-01-20 10:38:11 From Kacy Kostiuk to Everyone:
Rulers should be servants, not tyrants, and should focus more on the people they
serve than for themselves

2026-01-20 10:38:23 From Deb Kohler, Galilee-Pewaukee to Everyone:
Ditto!

2026-01-20 10:38:27 From pastormaren (she/her) to Everyone:
The clear "it will not be so among you"

2026-01-20 10:38:31 From Wendy Wirth-Brock to Everyone:
"lording over others" -- "it shall not be so among you"

2026-01-20 10:38:31 From Christopher Chitambar to Everyone:
Agree

2026-01-20 10:38:46 From Rose Dotson to Everyone:
Jesus gave us the ultimate example of how we should live by coming to earth to
serve and to sacrifice.

2026-01-20 10:39:11 From David Rebey to Everyone:
| hear a call to be humble

2026-01-20 10:39:27 From Jerry to Everyone:
The final question for a person in power should be. what will do the best to serve all
of God’s people.



2026-01-20 10:39:50 From David Schoob He/Him/His to Everyone:
Does service always include sacrifice, some kind of death?

2026-01-20 10:40:41 From Jerry to Everyone:
Service should include death of self interest

2026-01-20 10:40:53 From David Schoob He/Him/His to Everyone:
What are we willing to sacrifice for the serviced to all?

2026-01-20 10:41:10 From Bill Bernard to Everyone:
hopefully our society can get back to the concept of "public service"

2026-01-20 10:41:20 From David Rebey to Everyone:
To step out of our comfort zone to serve the needs of others

2026-01-20 10:41:44 From Jackie Cook to Everyone:
Our calling is to serve. | wonder how the term slave is misused today to justify
mistreatment of others.

2026-01-20 10:42:13 From Robb Kosky (He/Him) - Trinity - West Bend to Everyone:
Is it possible for rulers to not be tyrants? We are called to be different than the rulers
of the world.

2026-01-20 10:42:34 From pastormaren (she/her) to Everyone:
Where does the desire to be first really come from?

2026-01-20 10:42:36 From David Schoob He/Him/His to Everyone:
Calling the church to be more willing to serve and sacrifice in the public sphere as
well as the religious/

2026-01-20 10:42:41 From Kacy Kostiuk to Everyone:
How can those with power continue to remind themselves of the importance of

humility and service, rather than become drunk with the power of strength and might?

Questions and Highlights on Articles 2, 4, 22-26

2026-01-20 10:57:15 From David Schoob He/Him/His to Everyone:



This is a Christian view of power, but how do we interact with those who do not
embrace this Christian understanding of power?

2026-01-20 10:58:38 From Skip Franklin to Everyone:
Just as God gives us free will but that doesn't mean we make the right choices, God
is the source of power but that doesn't mean those with the power use it properly

2026-01-20 10:59:36 From Pastor Lynn Erickson to Everyone:

I am again struck by shalom, and how much | long for that for myself and for others
and how distant that can seem for the whole, but how easy it can be to identify in small
doses.

2026-01-20 11:01:43 From Skip Franklin to Everyone:
In Article 4, | was struck by the line about it being sin to avoid civic life. It seems this

is the default for many churches, to not address political issues

Reflections, Questions, and Insights from Discussion of Articles

2026-01-20 11:29:35 From Thomas's iPad (5) to Everyone:
| am constantly amazed on how quickly we move away from group understanding to
individual judgement

2026-01-20 11:30:02 From Skip Franklin to Everyone:

We discussed the idea from A4 about it being sin not to be involved. We as
individuals or as church congregations can't solve these systematic problems ourselves,
but we feel we need to take whatever steps we can to make even small impacts.

2026-01-20 11:30:53 From Jerry to Everyone:
constitution written by white people who had started on third base.

2026-01-20 11:31:52 From David Schoob He/Him/His to Everyone:

The sovereignty of God is expressed in God sharing power at creation and in Jesus
Christ who empties himself. This could be a powerful image of what power should look like
among us as well.

2026-01-20 11:35:44 From Skip Franklin to Everyone:
On the topic of our institutions (such as the Constitution), | think we should view
them through the lens of distribution of power. Inasmuch as they share power with the



people most affected by decisions, they serve a good purpose. But when the institutions
concentrate power in elites who use it to make decisions against the interests of the
common people, they are sinful and we should be working to effect change.

2026-01-20 11:39:26 From David Schoob He/Him/His to Everyone:

As | understand it the constitution was less concerned with sharing power as it was
with limiting power, because the writers feared someone becoming a king,. Sharing power
though the stated purpose, was in some ways overshadowed by protecting from someone
having too much power.

2026-01-20 11:42:18 From Jerry to Everyone:

What was talked about was that in the US, that not only males have power. This
can be found to be from our Indigenous background in what is the northeast US in the
Iroquois Nations. This was noticed by the British when GI’s came to England in WWII. The
British government had to print a booklet for their troops to explain the viewpoint of the
Gl’sinregard to the rights of women.

Closing Reflections

e What thoughts or reflections are you taking with you from this discussion?

2026-01-20 11:53:58 From Deb Kohler, Galilee-Pewaukee to Everyone:
"hatred that was hiding now has a green light to..."

2026-01-20 11:56:39 From Thomas's iPad (5) to Everyone:
Power may come from groups. So does wisdom.

2026-01-20 11:56:40 From Deb Kohler, Galilee-Pewaukee to Everyone:
A recommended reading: Caste by Isabel Wilkerson

2026-01-20 11:56:44 From iPhone (14) penny to Everyone:

What are ways we as people of the gms support this community at Ascension
Waukesha? How do we connect to build relationships with people so we can know and love
one another?

2026-01-20 11:57:03 From David Schoob He/Him/His to Everyone:
Latin American theology talks about acting as well as just speaking. What is our
practice?



2026-01-20 11:57:29 From Thomas's iPad (5) to Everyone:
So is The Warmth of Other Suns

2026-01-20 11:57:40 From Nancy Schanke, East Central Synod of WI to Everyone:
Definition of power

2026-01-20 11:57:56 From Brian to Everyone:
a deeper understanding of power

2026-01-20 11:58:02 From Christopher Chitambar to Everyone:
Where power comes from.

2026-01-20 11:58:05 From Rose Dotson to Everyone:
God is sovereign and is the source of all power

2026-01-20 11:58:18 From David Schoob He/Him/His to Everyone:
We need to act in faith and trust.

2026-01-20 11:58:19 From iPhone (14) penny to Everyone:
A pastor in our group pointed to Jesus’ emptying of power as told in Philippians.

2026-01-20 11:58:25 From Pastor Lynn Erickson to Everyone:
Plural/We/Common Good - who has power to define what that is?

2026-01-20 11:58:42 From Thomas's iPad (5) to Everyone:
Faithful leadership is always welcome

2026-01-20 11:58:52 From Jackie Cook to Everyone:
Encouraged to use my power to speak from the pulpit prophetically and
courageously

2026-01-20 11:59:12 From pastormaren (she/her) to Everyone:
Power doesn't always have to mean "corrupt." Power from God, and in community, is
what activates and animates us live and speak for justice.

2026-01-20 12:00:42 From Jerry to Everyone:
This is the fastest 90 minutes of my week.



Evening Chat (1.20.26)

Link to Pastoral Message on Immigration Enforcement

2026-01-20 18:32:45 From Bishop Paul Erickson (he/him) to Everyone:
https://milwaukeesynod.org/immigration-enforcement-from-bishop-paul-erickson/

Dwelling in the Word: Matthew 20: 25-26
e What did you hear or notice in these texts?

e What do you wonder? What questions or concerns come up for you in these
readings?
e Where might God be nudging us as people of faith in relation to civic life?

2026-01-20 18:35:31 From Dottie & Joe to Everyone:
Wonder how Christian members of our government(s) see themselves in this

reading from Matthew.

Link to Information on Servant Leadership

2026-01-20 18:41:00 From Bishop Paul Erickson (he/him) to Everyone:

https://wisconsinservantleadership.org/



https://milwaukeesynod.org/immigration-enforcement-from-bishop-paul-erickson/
https://wisconsinservantleadership.org/

