Greater Milwaukee Synod Resolution Recognizing and Receiving
Breaking the Chains Church, ELCA
May 2026

Whereas, The Greater Milwaukee Synod’s long-time goal of creating an intentional
prison ministry, first articulated in 1990 Synod Assembly Resolution 6, was realized with
the formation of Breaking the Chains Church as a Synod-Authorized Worshipping
Community of the Greater Milwaukee Synod in July 2015, with activity beginning in
2016; and

Whereas, Breaking the Chains Church built on the decades-long ministry of justice and
reconciliation embodied in the work of founders the Rev. Joseph and Joyce Ellwanger;
and

Whereas, The ministry of Breaking the Chains Church has expanded from its original
site at Felmers O. Chaney Correctional Center in Milwaukee with the addition of a
second site at the Kenosha Correctional Center in 2022; and

Whereas, In a meeting on April 7, 2026, the members of Breaking the Chains Church
voted to become a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and
approved all other necessary legal and practical actions required in their transition from
a Synod-Authorized Worshipping Community; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Greater Milwaukee Synod Council recognizes Breaking the Chains
Church as a congregation and receives them as a congregation of the Greater
Milwaukee Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as of May 14, 2026.



