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Genesis 1:1-2:4a

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light was good,
and God separated the light from the darkness. °> God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” ’ So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. ® God called the dome Sky. And there
was evening and there was morning, the second day.

? And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear.” And it was so. '° God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. !! Then God said, “Let the earth
put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with
the seed in it.” And it was so. '2 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every
kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good.

13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night,
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, '° and let them be lights in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. '® God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. !” God set
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, '® to rule over the day and over the
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. '° And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 2! So God created the great sea monsters and every
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of
every kind. And God saw that it was good. > God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 2> And there was evening and
there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. ?* God made the wild animals
of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground
of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over
all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

27S0 God created humans in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every



living thing that moves upon the earth.” 2 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding
seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. 3* And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so. *! God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

21 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he
had done. * So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the
work that he had done in creation.

“a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Matthew 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them,
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, [ am with you
always, to the end of the age."

Grace to you and peace, from the God who creates, sends, and accompanies us every day. Amen.

We gather this evening for worship observing the Festival of the Holy Trinity, one of the
least understood and most poorly explained doctrines in the life of the church. If you’re hoping
that I’'m going to finally give you all a clear and concise explanation of the trinity, you’re about
to be disappointed, simply because I don’t think one exists. I don’t think that the Holy Trinity is
something to be understood or explained, rather it is something to be experienced and celebrated.
We belong to a God who is, in God’s very nature, defined by relationship, Creator, Christ, Spirit,
three-in-one and one-in-three.

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the Spirit swept over the face of the
waters, and the Word became the means by which the Creator brought everything into being. It
was a collaborative relationship of the Triune God. And when God created all the plants and
animals, all the things that swam and flew and crept upon the earth, God created humankind, that
we might collaborate, with one another and with all of creation, so that every good thing that our
God created might flourish.

But collaboration is hard. For a whole host of reasons, despite God’s intentions that we
find a way to work together and walk together in harmony, we have become experts at conflict,

division, and isolation. We fail to see the beauty and dignity, not just of other human beings, but

of the entire created order. All too often, we believe the lies of scarcity and fear, that all we can



do is take care of me and mine, and let everyone else fend for themselves. We allow ourselves to
become isolated into smaller and smaller communities of like-minded individuals, and we allow
self-interest to become our only interest. But not all the time. When we do
collaborate, when we can find ways to move beyond our narrow, sectarian interests and figure
out how to work together, and dream together, and move together, we can be...beautiful

(https://drive.google.com/file/d/12G0de04gBuOlJ8uShinDwprxBsu§ SAMJ/view ).

Some of you may be familiar with this phenomenon; it’s called a murmuration, and it
happens when thousands and thousands of starlings come together, usually just before they settle
in for the night during the colder times of the year, and they take flight in these beautiful and
mysterious patterns. The folks who study these things still don’t fully understand why starlings
behave in this way, though explanations include protection from predators, warmth, and social
interaction. What they do know is that, even though it may appear like there is a single,
coordinating entity, some cosmic artist painting pictures in the sky, there is no single bird or
entity in charge. Each starling is following the cues of the six or seven birds closest to them and
somehow, they manage to fly in what looks to be a coordinated pattern and not crash into one
another. They have also learned that, since those birds that fly on the edge of the murmuration
are the most vulnerable to predators, they take turns.

So, what can we learn from these starlings that might help us as we seek to live more
authentically as the body of Christ in the world? Well, for starters, we need to pay attention to
our neighbors. We need to figure out once again how to listen to and learn from those whom God
has placed around us, whether they be in our congregation, our community, or across the globe.
In our global mission work, we call this accompaniment, walking together, doing with, not doing
for, so that everyone everywhere might flourish. We may never be able to figure out how to end
world hunger or bring about global peace, but we can learn to pay attention to our neighbors, to
listen to them and love them, boldly and completely.

Second, we need to take note of those who may be most vulnerable among us, and we
need to take our turn at the edge of the flock. Sometimes, the predators are external, those forces
that seek to divide us based on our immigration status, our race, our gender identity or sexual
orientation, the ways in which we think and act and speak and vote and love. And, sometimes,

the predators are internal, the exhaustion that comes from trying to carry too much by ourselves,


https://drive.google.com/file/d/12GOde04gBuOlJ8uShlnDwprxBsu8SAMJ/view

or the doubts that creep into our minds, the struggle for power and control that erodes the spirit
of collaboration in our congregations and communities, or the lies that try to get us to believe
that we are not good enough, or smart enough, or strong enough to be and do what God wants us
to be and do. We need to remember that we don’t have to face these predators alone, and we can
share the load and bear the burden, together.

And, finally, we need to remember that, even though there might be those who want to
persuade us to collaborate so that we might prolong our lives or avoid death, or that we must
work together so that we might more effectively achieve our strategic goals and objectives, one
of the most important reasons for us to come together is because that’s what God created us to
do. The God who, in God’s very being is defined by a dynamic relationship, this God has called
us all to work together, and when we behave in a manner consistent with God’s intention for us
and for all of creation, working and walking and listening and loving, together, we experience a

sense of joy and purpose that is, simply and profoundly, beautiful.

(VIDEO #2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hiv]2nrOmWs)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HivJ2nrOmWs

