Statement on the Status of
Lutheran Campus Ministry at Marquette University

In recent years, Lutheran Campus Ministry in Greater Milwaukee (“LCM”) has been allowed to
operate on the campus of Marquette University under the terms of an “Affiliated Ministries
Agreement,” generated by the Office of Campus Ministry at Marquette University. On June 18,
2020, the LCM board was notified by Father James Voiss, Vice President for Mission and
Ministry at Marquette, that this agreement had been terminated. This decision was the
culmination of several years of tension between the Marquette Office of Campus Ministry and
LCM, particularly between the Director of Campus Ministry, Mary Sue Callan-Farley, and LCM
Campus Pastor, Jessica Short. Father Voiss shared that he had recently concluded an inquiry
process, the conclusions of which led him to describe a pattern of behaviors exhibited by Pastor
Short that he determined constituted a “grave violation” of the Agreement. The LCM Board of
Directors responded by requesting a process by which the apparent conflict could be mediated,
and the larger, systemic issues could be explored. Father Voiss declined this offer and responded
by terminating the Agreement. The LCM Board responded to the decision, disagreeing with his
conclusions and expressing frustration with the process, its lack of a provision to appeal the
decision, and the apparent focus only on the behavior of Pastor Short.

LCM is exploring other ways to provide support for Lutheran students at Marquette, including
connecting Marquette students with ELCA congregations in the vicinity of the campus. The
board is also working with Pastor Short to find alternative ways for her to be in ministry with
students and young adults in Milwaukee.
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