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Knowledge is like  a garden; If it is not cultivated, it cannot be harvested. 
African Proverb 

 

 

 

 

2136 N. 21st Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53205  alicesgardenmke.com 
Venice R. Williams, Minister, Director, Farmer      (414) 687-0122     venicewb@gmail.com  

 



 
MISSION STATEMENT: Alice’s Garden provides models of regenerative farming, community cultural 
development, and economic agricultural enterprises for the global landscape. We recognize the 
cultivating, preparing, and preserving of food, and food traditions, as cultural arts to be reclaimed and 
celebrated fully in urban agriculture. 

Who Is Alice?   
Alice’s Garden was named in honor after Alice Meade-Taylor, a former 
Executive Director of Milwaukee County Extension whose vision for building 
neighborhoods and nurturing people included gardening programs for 
children, youth and their families. She brought experiences and knowledge 
from study and training in programs such as those operated by USAID and 
the World Health Organization in Liberia, the Liberian Institute of Public 
Administration, and the University of Chicago Child and Family Institute at 
Northwestern University. Upon returning to Milwaukee, she was involved 
with community projects that improved the lives of women and their 
families and supported people of color and their communities, including the 

Fighting Back Project in Milwaukee County and the African Diaspora Project at North Division High 
School. Alice Meade-Taylor's career was dedicated to education, first in the area of youth issues, then 
in drug and alcohol abuse programs, and later in teaching people about cultural diversity and 
multiculturalism. 

We Rest On Sacred Land   
The land that the garden rests upon was once home to Native Americans who cared for and respected 
the land, and did not have a need to own it.  It was a reciprocal relationship of the land providing food 
and home, and the people honoring and respecting its resources. That all changed when the 
“unsettlers” arrived, and our Native sisters and brothers were removed from the land, deemed legal 
by the 1832 Treaty of Chicago.  On December 4, 1834. Samuel Brown and two companions took a 
narrow Native American trail north from what is now Chicago.  Four days later, they arrived at a 
trading post in what is now downtown Milwaukee.  Samuel Brown  was one of the first white men in 
southern Wisconsin and became a leading figure in the growing Milwaukee settlement.  Among his 
holdings was a 40-acre  farm on the city’s outskirts.   Alice’s Garden rests on a portion of that land 
today.  On July 4, 1842, Caroline Quarlls, a 16-year-old freedom-seeker from Saint Louis, reached 
Milwaukee, having escaped enslavement,  traveling  by steamboat and stagecoach. Bounty hunters 
were on her trail and she knew she had to continue to Canada. To elude her captors, on her final day 
in Milwaukee she was hidden in an empty sugar barrel.  A deacon in the Presbyterian Church, and a 
deeply religious man, Samuel Brown picked up the barrel and took Quarlls to his farm for safekeeping. 
The next evening he hid her in his wagon and they set out for a farm in Pewaukee, several hours away. 
Weeks later, guided from one abolitionist home to the next, Quarlls arrived in Sandwich, Ontario. Hers 
was the first documented case of a runaway slave reaching freedom via Wisconsin’s Underground 

 

2 

 



 
Railroad.  The land that is home to Alice’s Garden and is part of the birthplace of the Underground 
Railroad in Wisconsin.     

There were Black people who had arrived and made their home in Wisconsin before statehood. 
Fewer than 3,000 African Americans lived in Wisconsin in 1910. Most lived in cities and faced very 
limited employment. By 1930, the black population had only increased by 7,000.  Milwaukee was part 
of  the second wave of The Great Migration, 1940 to 1970.  Wisconsin's African American population 
increased by almost 600 percent from 12,158 in 1940 to 74,546 in 1960.  Black people remained 
concentrated in a few urban areas, with early ninety percent living  in Milwaukee, Beloit, Madison, 
Racine or Kenosha.  The Milwaukee neighborhood,  known as Bronzeville, was once an incredibly 
thriving African-American community. It was systematically destroyed in the 1960s, largely through 
“urban renewal,” eminent domain, and for freeway construction. Eminent domain was expanded to 
include the transfer of seized land to private developers.  The land that is now Alice’s Garden was once 
overflowing with both homes and businesses, part of the flourishing African American community. In 
the 1950’s, Milwaukee had the most Black-owned businesses than any other city  the country.  In 2019, 
it has the least amount of black-owned businesses.  

As we cultivate soil, community, families, souls, dreams in all we do at Alice’s Garden Urban Farm, we 
remember.  We remember all of those who lived out portions of their lives , or all of it, on this land.  We 
remember their hopes, their dreams,  their intentions.  We know we are growing food and stretching 
and drumming and singing and playing and walking on sacred land.  We remember.  May we never 
forget. 

GUIDING THE WAY 
Demetrius Brown, Sr.:  Facilitator     

Demetrius has been doing programming in the garden for more than twenty 
years. He helped establish the a children’s and family garden project at Alice’s 
Garden as the 4-H and Youth Development Agent  for Milwaukee Cooperative 
Extension. In later years he was involved in the development of youth 
entrepreneurship programming with young men and women within the 
community, and has established programs like M.O.V.E (More Organic Vegetables 
Everywhere). Demetrius currently works in the garden, leading parenting 
conversations and ritual circles.   

   

Jeff Brown, Jr:  Facilitator 
Jeff is a Milwaukee-based Architectural Designer, currently working as an independent 
consultant with D.R.E.A.M. Builders.  He emerged into the personal art scene in Spring, 2017. 
Influenced by his community, and his creative peer group within it, Jeff works to generate 
and develop ideas through collaboration and  personal exploration, in both art and 
architecture.  This summer will mark his third year as the lead organizer and facilitator of 
Brown Boys Bonding Thru Books, a signature project of the garden. 
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Zakiya Courtney: Garden Vegan Chef 
With over 47 years of experience preparing food for a large family, Zakiya had to 
learn quickly how to prepare delicious soulful vegetarian/vegan food for 
children when the family decided to change their diet 28 years ago.  Her 
business, Vegan Soul, was birthed  after family and friends increasingly asked 
Zakiya for her vegetarian/vegan food at family and community events.   A 
mother of a blended/extended family of 15, grandmother of 50, 
great-grandmother to 16, she is a wife, educator by profession,  and cultural 
community activist by heart.  Preparing comfort foods is her 
passion.   

Stephen Davis: Master Gardener 
Stephen is a support technician  at Baird, by day, but off the job, he transforms into an 
amazing gardener, and ally to soil and  plants.  He has been a Master Gardener Volunteer at 
Alice’s Garden since 2009.  He is part of the Reclaiming and Nourishing Family Traditions 
programming at Alice’s Garden, teaching basic and advanced gardening methods.   

Cheri M. Johnson: Spiritual Caretaker   
Cheri has been caring for the garden, its creatures (human 
and other than human), and especially the Living Labyrinth, 
for more than seven years. She shares: The land's sacredness is expressed as we 
grow crops & community, and recognize the connectedness of all beings. As we 
walk the paths of the garden and the labyrinth we walk in the footsteps of 
ancestors, we hear the stories of all who grace the garden now, and we are 
centered in the timelessness and expanse of the universe. Cheri is also deeply 
involved in the strong water focus at Alice's Garden.  

Bethany Sanchez: Facilitator 
Bethany has spent her life working for economic, racial and social justice.  Working for a 
variety of nonprofits, her focus has centered on affordable housing, labor rights, and fair 
lending.  She balances that work with gardening, playing Frisbee, walks along the river, 
and importantly, her meditation and spiritual practice. 

Rodney Sanchez: Facilitator 
Rodney Sanchez is a long-time meditator and 
follower of the Buddha Way.  He’s been teaching 
classes on meditation and mindfulness for many years. One of his 
ongoing inquiries and practices is how to take the peacefulness and 
insights that come from silent meditation out into the busy world and 
work for peace and justice. 

Nancy Waldron: Master Gardener 
Nancy is a Master Gardener who has been 
volunteering at Alice’s Garden since 2009.  She is a 

Child Welfare Social worker at Children’s Hospital, whose concern for children trickles into the 
garden, often.  /she enjoys creating a slice of beauty at Alice’s Garden by tending herbs, flora 
and vegetables.  She leads gardening classes, as part of our Reclaiming and Nourishing Family 
Traditions  
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Venice R. Williams: Farmer, Minister, Director 
Venice Williams is the Executive Director of Alice’s Garden and its 
visionary leader.  She calls herself a Cultural and Spiritual Midwife, 
strongly believing she was put in Creation to help bring forth all that is 
good and whole in people and places.  She has been doing just that in 
Milwaukee for the past thirty years.  Born and raised in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, Venice was raised in a family, whose ethical foundation 
was one of food and faith (and music).  Her work at Alice’s Garden, and 
as Minister for The Table, allows her to live into all the goodness her 
family taught her.   

FARMERS TRAINING PROJECTS    
Herbal Apprentice Program   
There are many thousands of plant species growing throughout the world.  Traditional cures from 
plants and herbs have been used by herbalists and apothecaries throughout the centuries. Herbs do 
more than simply adding flavour and colour to your favourite dishes, their healing and restorative 
powers are extremely  impressive too.   The Alice’s Garden Herbal Apprentice Program is an 
opportunity to immerse yourself in herbal education, in the garden, with dozens  of others in the 
Milwaukee area.  2019 marks the sixth year for this training track.  The apprentices gather in the 
garden Monday evenings, mid-April through September.  There is a one-time enrollment fee of $50. 
You may be a part of the program for a season, or for the rest of your life!  The learning never ends. 

Seeds, Soil and Soul     
Seeds, Soil, and Soul is an adult training project, part of the  Alice's Garden Urban Farm Farmers 
Training Project, combining urban agriculture training and Christian Rites of Passage Education, to 
address deeply rooted issues related to poverty, incarceration, mental wellness, and/or  substance 
abuse in the lives of God's Children in the City of Milwaukee.  Jesus was no stranger to the agricultural 
industry of his day.  His Kingdom stories are full of references to fields, farmhands, garden plots, trees, 
weeds, and harvest-time.  The Seeds, Soil, and Soul Adult Training Project invites trainees to 
understand the sacred connections between God, vocation, healing and food, as they receive training 
as farmers.  Like the former Seeds, Soil and Soul Youth Program, the parables of Jesus are the basis for 
this adult earn and learn program, inviting trainees to explore their own life stories, as they discern the 
teachings and meanings of the parables, along with other scripture and teachings.   The summer 
portion of this  track is made possible through the generous support of the Siebert Lutheran 
Foundation, and an Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Domestic Hunger Grant .   
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THROUGHOUT THE WEEK IN THE GARDEN 
3rd Sunday Labyrinth Walks   
Sundays, June 16, July 21, Aug. 18, September 15         12:00pm to 2:00pm   
Life is about transformation, growth, expanding possibilities and about discovery. Life is a sacred 
journey of your continuous vision. Life is about seeing clearly and deeply and learning, facing 
challenges, stretching your soul and bridging the known and unknown worlds and most of all listening 
to your intuition. On life's journey you need to find your puzzle piece and shape it into a divine tale of 
power, wisdom, courage, beauty, love and dignity.   For many decades labyrinths have been used as a 
meditation and prayer tool, and represent a spiritual journey to our center and back into the world 
again.  Generally there are three stages to the walk: releasing on the way in, receiving in the center, 
and returning,  when you follow the return path back out of the labyrinth. Symbolically, and 
sometimes actually, you are taking back out into the world that which you have received.  There is no 
right way or wrong way to walk a labyrinth. Use the labyrinth in any way that meets what you need, 
while being respectful of others walking. You may go directly to the center to sit quietly -- whatever 
meets your needs. 

Volunteer Mondays 
Mondays, June thru September   9:00am to 12:00pm and 6:00pm to 8:00pm 
Adults,  children accompanied by adults, teens,  community groups are welcome to join us in the 
garden on Monday mornings and evenings to care for the labyrinth, garden paths, garden perimeter, 
and program areas.  Please bring a pair of garden gloves, a reusable water bottle (no disposable 
plastic bottles please).  Groups of five or more may contact Venice Williams at venicewb@gmail.com. 

Alice’s Garden Artisan Market 
Tuesdays,  June, July and August  5:00pm to 8:00pm   
Join us in the garden for season three of our Artisan Market, where local entrepreneurs gather to sell 
their items, crafted by way of their hands and their dreams!  Clothing, body care products, food, drink, 
jewelry, art, books, and more.  Most vendors accept debit and credit cards for payment, along with 
cash.  To learn more about becoming a vendor, email Venice Williams at venicewb@gmail.com. 

Reclaiming & Nourishing Family Traditions 
Tuesdays, June, July, August  6:00pm-8:00pm   
Urban gardening, cultural community cooking classes, wellness education have all existed in our 
communities and villages for hundreds of years.  Our Reclaiming & Nourishing Family Traditions 
program simply invites families, neighbors, and community to engage, once again.  Join us for a 
rotating assortment of offerings!   

 

6 

 



 
Yoga in the Garden 
Tuesdays, June thru September 6:00pm to 7:00pm  
Join us for a FREE  yoga class at Alice's Garden. Bring a yoga mat, a reusable water bottle, and a 
towel...and join these WONDERFUL local yoga instructors! 

June 4 Tonieh Welland 

June 11 Denna Haslett 

June 18 Daniela Morgan 

June 25 Tonieh Welland 

July 2  Marisa Hernandez De Windt 

July 9 Denna Haslett 

July 16 Daniela Morgan 

July 23 Aja Janay 

July 30 Malkia Stampley Johnson 

August 6 Denna Haslett 

August 13 Aja Janay 

August 20 Rachel Repetti 

August 27 Rachel Repetti 

September 3 Marisa Hernandez De Windt 

September 10       Daniela Morgan 

September 17 Denna Haslett 

September 24      Aja Janay 
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Bembé Drum & Dance   
Tuesdays, June 18, June 25, July 2  7:15pm to 8:15pm   

Join Bembé Drum and Dance this summer for three incredible drum circles with our Bembé youth 
performance groups and special guest performances by some of your favorite Milwaukee music and 
dance groups at Alice's Garden! Each drum circle will be based on a different region of the Afro-Latino 
Diaspora. Come enjoy traditional music and dance from the following places with us! 
June 18th - West Africa with special guests ONFYAH   
June 25th - Brazil with special guests Samba de Vida 
July 2nd - Caribbean: Puerto Rico & Cuba with special guests Panadanza Dance Company  

Guided Labyrinth Walks 
Wednesdays, May thru September 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

A labyrinth is an ancient symbol that relates to wholeness. It combines the imagery of the circle and 
the spiral into a meandering but purposeful path. The Living Labyrinth at Alice’s Garden represents a 
journey to our own center and back again out into the world. Labyrinths have long been used as 
meditation and prayer tools.  Join Alice’s Garden Spiritual Caretaker, Cheri Johnson, for guided 
labyrinth walks (weather permitting) each Wednesday evening. 

The Table: a 1st-century style community in the 21st century 
Wednesdays, June, July and August    6:00pm to 8:00pm  
In the first century, early Christian church, the church was a family,  a family unit that extended far 
beyond the nuclear family.   This  family was held together by an unconditional bond of commitment 
and service. You didn’t have to like your relatives or your neighbors, but you were expected to love 
them and to care for them.  The Table, birthed out of the vision and leadership of Venice Williams, as 
its Minister,  is a spiritual community that models much of its structure on that first-century “church,” 
always gathering around a meal, sharing life stories, studying scripture, addressing the needs of the 
community, sharing the eucharist meal.  You are welcome to join us.  Yes, you. Most gatherings are 
potluck.  Bring a dish to share if you are able, but come with, or without food!    The Table loves and 
welcomes all ages! 
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Sacred Circles 
Dedicated space for ritual, direction and healing led by Demetrius Brown Sr. and Venice Williams   
Thursdays, 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

Thursday, June 6 Claiming Calm In The City: Rituals For Urban Living 
Thursday, June 20  Restoring Our Relationship With The Earth 
Thursday, July 11  How To Hold Sorrow: A Ritual For Honoring That Which We Have Lost 
Thursday, July 25  Strengthening Us: Creating Rituals As A Couple 
Thursday, August 8  Walking With The Ancestors: Rituals For Seeking Wisdom 
Thursday, August 22  Know Thy Self: Rituals For Discernment  

Brown Boys Bonding Through Books 
Thursdays, June 6 & 20,  July 11 & 25, August 8 & 22    6:00pm to 8:00pm    

Boys of African, Latino, Asian, African American, and Native American heritage, entering grades 2 to 6, 
are invited to join us in the garden for games and reading activities that will enhance their reading 
grammar, and writing skills, and help them become better prepared for the upcoming school year. 
this series has been created to improve the academic skills of boys of color, in an effort to close 
several educational gaps that hinder some of their lives. 

Mindfulness & Meditation with Bethany  & Rodney Sanchez 
Saturdays,  June 15- August 17           10:00am to 10:45am 

Mindfulness is the practice of being aware of your body, mind, and feelings in the present moment. 
Gatherings will consist of mindfulness meditation instruction, guided meditation, reflection and 
dialog.  No meditation experience is necessary.  Please, bring a yoga mat or a blanket. 

ALICE’S GARDEN SPECIAL EVENTS 

Learning From the Master Gardeners 
Wednesday, June 5,  Tuesdays, June 25, July 23, August 27, September 24 
6:00pm to 7:30pm 

Join Alice's Garden Master Gardeners Stephen Davis and Nancy Waldron, as they share tips, hints, 
monthly suggestions, and a wealth of gardening knowledge, once a month, in the garden.  You do not 
have to be a gardener at Alice's Garden to participate 
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Lunch & Labyrinth 
Thursdays, June 13 & 27, July 11 & 25, August 1 & 15,  September 12 & 26 
11:30am to 1:00pm 

Come to the garden for a vegan meal, prepared by Alice’s Garden Chef Zakiya Courtney, and enjoy a 
mid-day walk in the labyrinth.  Lunch is $10.  Carry-out is available. 

Family Movie Night in The Garden         CINDERELLA (1997) 
Friday, June 14 7:00pm   

Featuring a wildly diverse cast (including Whitney Houston and Brandy), telling an age-old story, with 
classic musical theater songs,  this version of Cinderella was effortlessly, even unintentionally, 
progressive. It conjured a world that was vibrant and modern and multicultural, and it filled that world 
with magic.   Disney’s remake offered a world of possibility!  Bring your chairs, blankets, pillows, food, 
drink and join us!  There will be pre-movie activities.  Movie begins at sunset.   

SEEDFOLKS Reading Circle 
Monday, June 17   6:00pm to 8:30pm     

A Vietnamese girl plants six lima beans in a Cleveland vacant lot. Looking down on the 
immigrant-filled neighborhood, a Romanian woman watches suspiciously. A school janitor gets 
involved, then a Guatemalan family. Then muscle-bound Curtis, trying to win back Lateesha. Pregnant 
Maricela. Amir from India. A sense of community sprouts and spreads.  Newbery-winning author Paul 
Fleischman uses thirteen speakers to bring to life the founding of a community garden and its  first 
year.  At Alice's Garden, we gather to read it aloud to one another each growing season.  We are hoping 
YOU will join us to do just that, as we fully begin our garden programs, the week of June 16.  Bring a 
copy of the book, a chair or a blanket, and come hear the voices of community, as we cultivate 
community together!  We will have some copies available for reading in the garden. 

The Queen’s Closet Accessory Drive 
Tuesday, June 18 5:00pm to 8:00pm 

Please join us at Alice's Garden as we hold an accessory drive for Queen's Closet. The purpose of 
Queen’s Closet is to educate, employ, and empower women and girls throughout the city of 
Milwaukee and surrounding areas.  The Queen’s Closet is a community boutique delivering clothing, 
while offering job training and placement to adults, high risk youth, and survivors of human 
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trafficking.  We will be receiving new, or gently used, women's belts, jewelry, shoes, hats, scarves, 
and purses.  PLEASE, no clothing.  PLEASE, bring good, quality donations, worthy of such an 
important cause!  Thank you! 

Juneteenth:  Breadth and Breath 
Wednesday, June 19  10:00am to 11:30am     

Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating the ending of slavery in the United 
States.  Dating back to 1865, it was on June 19th that the Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon 
Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that the enslaved were 
now free. Note that this was two and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation 
- which had become official January 1, 1863.  Join us as we breathe and reflect on our freedom and 
future as Black people in Milwaukee.  Please wear comfortable clothes.  Bring something to sit upon, a 
refillable water bottle (no disposable plastic),  and an open mind.  A light lunch will follow the 
program.  Co-sponsored by Ubuntu Research and Evaluation. 

Summer Solstice Celebration 
Friday, June 21  10:30am-12:30pm    

The Summer Solstice is the longest day of the year.   It occurs when one of the Earth's poles has its 
maximum tilt toward the Sun. It happens twice yearly, once in each hemisphere (Northern and 
Southern).   This year, it will happen for us at 10:54am on June 21.   

All Together: A Milwaukee Sing-In 
Saturday, June 22 6:30pm to 9:30pm 

We are honored to be offering the garden space for this event. Humans of Milwaukee we invite you to 
sing with us!  Children, Elders, Parents, and Students. People of all Colors, Histories and Incomes. 
Activist, Artist and Healers. Believers and Non-believers. Christians, Muslims, Buddhist and Atheist. 
Strait, LGBT or Label Free and Just Figuring It Out. Leaders and Learners, Come add your voice! Come 
as we share our stories: sorrow, challenges and joys, through the ancient social healing art of song 
sharing.  We are creating this event to help us bridge the gaps between people and heal cultural and 
racial divisions and inequities within our communities. We are creating this event to empower inspire 
and feed what we want to Grow.  This event is for everyone. We can all sing. 
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Detoxification and Dehydration: A Conversation with Kamar Carter 
Monday, June 24 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

You are invited to join us in Alice's Garden for a special Herbal Apprentice session that is open to the 
community.  Kamar Carter , owner of Nature's Neter herbs and supplements, will be in the garden for 
an in-depth conversation about detoxing and its connections to dehydration.  He will also have his 
herbal blends and supplements available to purchase. 

Chef Joya in Alice’s Garden 
Tuesday, June 25 5:00pm to 8:00pm 

We are pleased to welcome Chef Adjoa Courtney, of Cooking With Joya, to Alice's Garden!  She will be 
crafting a delicious vegan meal you will be able to purchase in the garden.  Chef Joya is an Artist of 
many talents, however turning her recipes into exquisite art is her passion.  Growing up in the Midwest 
and raised vegan since age seven, she spent lots of time in her grandmother’s kitchen, absorbing all 
the wisdom she could about cooking and life. She became fascinated by other elders in her 
community, befriending them in food havens like international supermarkets and restaurants to 
obtain their authentic recipes.  Come on out, and purchase your dinner for the night! 

Community Cultural FLOW Artisan Market 
Sunday, June 30 12:00pm to 6:00pm 

Across Sauk and Milwaukee counties, over several years, we have produced a series of agri/cultural, 
experiences, exchanges, immersions, which have yielded some rich and exciting results.  We continue 
to harness the wealth we have found across the rural-urban continuum.  We have named our work 
Rural Urban FLOW!  We represent many organizations and people.Little Eagle Arts Foundation - LEAF, 
Alice's Garden, and other members of our team are partnering to create a Sunday afternoon cultural 
arts market at Alice's Garden.  This market will feature the creations of LEAF artists from Sauk County, 
along with Milwaukee artisans Celeste Contreras Skierski, Leilani Lopez, and Alida Cardós Whaley. 
Alice's Garden products will also be available.  Bring a chair or blanket to sit on. 

 An Herbal Conversation with Nino Ridgeway  
Monday, July 1 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

She is a Master Gardener, former co-owner of Barthel Fruit Farm, incredible herbalist, and one of 
Venice Williams herbal mentors.  Join her in Alice's Garden for an evening herbal conversation.  Bring a 
chair or blanket to sit on....and your herbal GARDENING questions. 
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Alice’s Garden Splash Bash 
Saturday, July 6 10:00am to 12:00pm 

You are invited to the garden as we celebrate the completion of the Rainwater Harvesting System!  We 
We will celebrate our partners and the community that came together to make this project happen! 
We will Celebrate Water! Together with our partners, we seek to cultivate both crops and community 
at Alice’s Garden, by creating an environmentally friendly irrigation system that inspires the 
celebration of water. 

Not Your Mama’s Tea: Garden Edition 
Sunday, July 14 2:00pm to 4:00pm 

This event is sponsored by the organization, Not Your Mama’s Tea, and we are excited to support their 
work by offering them use of the garden!  Tea drinking  is a cultural  experience.  This tea gathering 
fuses tea, hip hop and R&B.  the cost is $20, and tickets are available on Eventbrite,  

Movie Night In The Garden CROOKLYN (1994) 
Friday, August 9  7:00pm 

This Spike Lee  film,  is a memory of growing up in Brooklyn in the early 1970s, a time that now seems 
like a golden age before crack, guns and gangs ruled the inner city streets. It tells the story of the 
Carmichaels, a family with four boys and a girl, who live in a brownstone on a street where everybody 
knows everybody else, and have their problems, just like everybody else, but also possess a lot of life 
and love.  The early scenes in the film plunge into the middle of family life, and it's only gradually that 
we realize the story is focusing on Troy (Zelda Harris), the young daughter in the family.  Bring your 
chairs, blankets, pillows, food, drink and join us!  There will be pre-movie activities.  Movie begins at 
sunset. 

Venice Williams: Celebrating 30 Years of Service In Milwaukee 
Wednesday, August 14                 6:00pm to 9:00pm 

For 30 years, Venice has given generously of herself to making our community more beautiful and 
more whole.  Let's come together to express our gratitude and celebrate her incredible work from the 
past 30 years! 
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3rd Annual Chocolate Drop Girls Tea Party  
Saturday, August 17  11:00am 

We are,  once again, the host site for this most adorable and meaningful event, for girls ages five to 
thirteen. The group meets every month to discuss Godly Character, Who we are in Christ, learn to love 
who we are, discuss and activate our gifts and talent,  engage in activities, and  earn badges.  This 
meeting we will have special guest to help us be confident in who God made us. “I AM LOVED”  All of 
the meetings do not require a fee.  This fee will help with school supplies and activities.  $10 for 
members.  $15 for non-members.  There are adjusted prices for more than two girls*  Deadline to 
register is JULY 24th.  To become a member visit  chocolatedropgirls.com   To register for the Garden 
Tea Party: 
https://www.chocolatedropgirls.com/events/chocolate-drop-girls-2nd-annual-garden-tea-party 
*Tickets are nonrefundable but they are transferable 

Urban Herbal Wellness One Day Conference 
Saturday, August 24 9:00am to 4:00pm 

Join us in Alice’s Garden, as we partner with Honeybee Sage Wellness Apothecary, Tippecanoe Herbs 
and Apothecary, and The Zen Dragonfly, to create a one-day urban herbal learning experience for 
herbal enthusiasts!  The $50 registration fee includes workshops and all materials.  Food may be 
purchased during the event, catered by Alice’s Garden Chef, and owner of Vegan Soul, Zakiya 
Courtney.  There will be an Herbal Marketplace, created by the  Alice’s Garden Herbal Apprentices. 
There will also be an off-site herbal foraging walk.  To register, go to the Shop page on the Alice’s 
Garden website at www.alicesgardenmke.com.  

FOR HER: An Art Show Honoring Black Women 
Saturday, August 31 4:00pm to 8:00pm 

Join us for a special garden event, honoring the creative work of local Black women.  The garden is 
honored to provide a venue for this special project and event.   

Community Full Moon Ceremony and Potluck 
Saturday, September 14 6:00pm to 9:00pm 

Join us as we celebrate The Harvest Moon in Alice’s Garden! At the peak of the harvest, farmers can 
work into the night by the light of this moon. Usually the moon rises an average of 50 minutes later 
each night, but for the few nights around the Harvest Moon, the moon seems to rise at nearly the same 
time each night: just 25 to 30 minutes later each night across the country.  Corn, pumpkins, squash, 
beans, rice — important Indian staples — are now ready for gathering.  Come!  Bring your harvest 
dishes to share with the community, as we honor and celebrate abundance in Alice’s Garden! 
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Autumn Equinox Celebration & Potluck 
Monday, September 23  5:30pm to 7:30pm 

As the sun sets on summer, join us in the garden for autumn activities, labyrinth walks, and a 
community potluck.  Please, bring something to share, if you have time, and/or ar able.  All are 
welcome! 

The Photography of Cheri M. Johnson 
Sunday, September 29 12:00pm to 5:00pm 

Join us in Alice's Garden, during Historic Milwaukee, Inc. annual Doors Open Milwaukee, as we 
celebrate the photography of Alice's Garden Spiritual Caretaker, Cheri M. Johnson.  Her eye has 
captured some of the most precious, beautiful, magical moments in the garden, and throughout 
Milwaukee.  Prints (framed and unframed), cards, bookmarks, postcards, calendars will be available to 
purchase. 

Meet Us At The Markets!   

Shorewood Farmers Market, 1600 E. Lake Bluff 
Sundays, June 16-October 27     9:30am to 1:00pm    

Shorewood Farmers Market strives to bolster the  community, farmer, and producer connections, 
grow the local economy, and strengthen our community fabric.  We will be there most Sundays, and 
have been a part of this market since its opening day, several years ago. 

Alice’s Garden Artisan Market, 2136 N. 21st St. 
Tuesdays, June-August  5:00pm to 8:00pm   

Tuesday evenings in the garden come alive with a unique artisan market, as yoga, music, and other 
activities bring the garden alive.  There are food and drink vendors, jewelry, body products, clothing, 

and more!      

Westown Farmers Market, 3rd St. & Michigan 
Wednesdays, June-October 10:00am to 2:00pm 

Enjoy the festive atmosphere of downtown’s oldest market located at Third and Michigan Streets in 
Zeidler Park. The Westown Farmers’ Market features more than 50 vendors selling Wisconsin-grown 
produce and flowers, delicious prepared food items, handcrafted art and jewelry, lunch from area 
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restaurants and live music in the park’s gazebo. Spend your Wednesday’s shopping local at the 
Westown Farmers’ Market. 

Outpost Makers Market, 100 E. Capitol Drive 
Fridays, June-October 9:00am to 2:00pm 

This special makers market was birthed three years ago by Outpost Natural Foods, supporting local 
entrepreneurs, living and creating in  Milwaukee.   Venice Williams, Alice’s Garden Executive Director, 
coordinates this market.  To become a vendor, email her at venicewb@gmail.com. 

Fondy Farmers Market, 2200 W. Fond du Lac 

Saturdays, June-October    9:00am to 3:00pm     

Fondy Farmers Market supports local farmers and celebrates local food traditions. Open early-May 
until the Saturday before Thanksgiving. One of Milwaukee's oldest and largest farmers markets, Fondy 
Farmers Market bustling Saturday market has nearly 40 regular vendors. Fresh, high-quality, locally 
grown, affordable produce is grown to suit the tastes of all who shop here. Prepared food vendors 
offer a variety of excellent breakfast and lunch options. A great place to spend a lazy Saturday!   

 
A HEALING GROVE: August 1-9, Alice’s Garden 

Throughout the generations, our people have always gathered in, and created healing groves.  These 
groves have been spaces where we could teach one another, share the knowledge and traditions from 
within, cultivate wellness and strength.  Sometimes, especially during times of bondage, we gathered 
in secrecy.  In defiance.  Alice’s Garden Urban Farm has become A Healing Grove in Milwaukee, and we 
invite you to join us as we celebrate culture, wisdom, food traditions, the ancestors.  All events are 
FREE.  Delicious food may be purchased from those providing Grove Nourishment.  You may want to 
bring a chair to sit in. 

Thursday, August 1    

11:00am-1:00pm:  Presenter: Angela Mallett, Honeybee Sage Wellness Apothecary 
Grove Nourishment: Zakiya Courtney , Vegan Soul 
1:30pm Visit to Honeybee Sage 
6:00pm-8:00pm: Presenter:  Venice Williams, The Table & Alice’s Garden 
Grove Nourishment: Community Potluck .  Dominique Alvarado, Algo Dulce 
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Friday, August 2 

6:00pm-9:00pm:  Presenter: Dona Yahola , Ojibwe & Oneida Teacher & Elder 
Grove Nourishment: Elena Terry, Wild Bearies.  Dominique Alvarado , Algo Dulce 

Saturday, August 3   

Please join us at the Black Arts Festival at the Summerfest Grounds 

Sunday, August 4   

4:00pm-6:00pm:    Presenter: Kimberly Simmons, Great-Great-Great Granddaughter of Caroline 
Quarlls, a Freedom Seeker who escaped bondage in St. Louis, 1842, helping to birth Wisconsin’s 
Underground Railroad.  The land that Alice’s Garden rests upon was one of the many places where she 
found sanctuary.   
Grove Nourishment: Anomalous Campbell, Anomaly Catering   

Monday, August 5     

11:00am-1:00pm:  Presenter: Dr. Monique Liston, Ubuntu Research and Development 
Grove Nourishment: Trueman McGee, Funky Fresh Spring Rolls 
6:00pm-8:00pm:  Speaker: Kimberly Simmons,  Great-Great-Great Granddaughter of Caroline 
Quarlls, a Freedom Seeker who escaped bondage in St. Louis, 1842, helping to birth Wisconsin’s 
Underground Railroad.  The land that Alice’s Garden rests upon was one of the many places where she 
found sanctuary. 
Grove Nourishment:  Claire Menck, GirlChef.  Patricia Bent, Amanda’s Homemade Juices 

Tuesday, August 6 

11:00am-1:00pm: Speaker: Dr. Monica White, Professor and Author of Freedom Farmers  
Grove Nourishment:    Venice Williams, Alice’s Garden Urban Farm 
5:00pm-8:00pm:  Alice’s Garden Artisan Market 
6:00pm:  Community Yoga with Denna Haslett 
7:00pm:  Speaker: Dr. Monica White, Professor and Author of Freedom Farmers 
Grove Nourishment: Chef Yollande Tchouapi Deacon 

 

17 

 



 
Wednesday, August 7 

11:00am-1:00pm:  Presenter: Julius Tillery, 5th Generation Cotton Farmer and Owner of 
BlackCotton. BlackCotton is grown on black owned farms, harvested by strong black hands, 
developed and designed by talented black creatives, and sold through channels owned and operated 
by black leadership 
Grove Nourishment: Trueman McGee, Funky Fresh Spring Rolls 
6:00pm-8:00pm:  Presenter: Julius Tillery, 5th Generation Cotton Farmer and Owner of BlackCotton 
Grove Nourishment:  Dana  Spandet, Tall Guy and a Grill Catering 

Thursday, August 8 

11:00am-1:00pm:  Presenter:  Clayborn Benson III, Wisconsin Black Historical Society 
Historical Labyrinth Walks 
Grove Nourishment: Caitlin Cullen, The Tandem 
6:00pm-8:00pm: Presenters: Demetrius Brown & Venice Williams, Alice’s Garden Urban Farm 
Walking With The Ancestors: Rituals For Seeking Wisdom 
6:00pm-8:00pm:   Brown Boys Bonding Thru Books, with Jeff Brown, Jr.   
Grove Nourishment:  Linda Burrell, Cakes By Linda Kay 

Friday, August 9 
7:00pm:   Movie Night in the Garden:  CROOKLYN 
This Spike Lee  film,  is a memory of growing up in Brooklyn in the early 1970s, a time that now seems 
like a golden age before crack, guns and gangs ruled the inner city streets. It tells the story of the 
Carmichaels, a family with four boys and a girl, who live in a brownstone on a street where everybody 
knows everybody else, and have their problems, just like everybody else, but also possess a lot of life 
and love.  The early scenes in the film plunge into the middle of family life, and it's only gradually that 
we realize the story is focusing on Troy (Zelda Harris), the young daughter in the family.  Bring your 
chairs, blankets, pillows, food, drink and join us!  There will be pre-movie activities.  Movie begins at 
sunset. 
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The Benefits of Community Gardens and Urban Farms 

Community gardens and urban farms can help reduce negative environmental impacts by promoting 
sustainable agriculture; reducing food transportation costs, and reducing water runoff. Humans, plants and 
animals can all benefit from urban agriculture since it creates habitats and improves the ecology of the area. 
Urban Farms and Community Gardens: 

● Help improve air and soil quality  
● Increase biodiversity of plants and animals 
● Reduce “food miles” that are required to transport nutritious food 
● Can replace impervious structures and improve water infiltration  
● Can reduce neighborhood waste through composting  
● Positively impact the urban micro-climate  

Poor nutrition and obesity are both challenges to low-income neighborhoods. Low accessibility to nutritious 
foods can cause health problems to residents located in food deserts. The addition of gardens to these areas 
may improve nutrition and increase the consumption of fruits and vegetables.  Community Gardens and Urban 
Farms:  

● Increase access to fresh foods 
● Improve food security  
● Increase physical activity through garden maintenance activities 
● Improve dietary habits through education 
● Increase fruit and vegetable intake 
● Reduce risk of obesity and obesity-related diseases 
● Improve mental health and promote relaxation  

Social ties are important to the wellbeing of people in a community since they can bring positive health effects 
and community involvement. Urban Farms  allow for the creation of social ties and build a greater feeling of 
community.  

● Gardens in urban areas are positively correlated with decreased crime rates  
● Vacant lands can lead to crime which can detrimentally impact the health of residents 
● Residents in areas with high crime rates may experience cardiovascular disease and mental health 

disorders 
● The consequences of vacant lands are decreased property values, drug use, and the illegal dumping of 

litter, tires and chemicals  
● Urban Farms can improve economic opportunities by training volunteers and selling food at farmers’ 

markets  
● Urban agriculture can teach residents useful skills in planning, food production and business 
● Improving vacant lots increased property values in New Kinsington, Philadelphia by 30%  

Gardens and farms have been an important aspect of many cultures in history. In the past, community gardens 
were commonly used to provide food for families year-round. During WWII, victory gardens were an important 
source of food for American families. Urban Agriculture can provide fresh, healthy produce for residents and be a 
needed bridge in rebuilding communities. 

 
 

19 

 



 
A Few Words From The Director and Minister 

Then they spoke against God; They said, "Can God prepare a table in the wilderness? 
Psalm 78:19 

There is no doubt, to many, the Northside of Milwaukee is this city’s wilderness: 
1. an uncultivated, uninhabited, and/or inhospitable region. 
2. a neglected or abandoned area of a garden or town. 
3. a position of disfavor, especially in a political context 

June 1, 2019, marked thirty years of my living and serving in this city, called by God, through the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), after spending the 
summer of 1988 in Milwaukee as a Summer Minority Intern with the synod, upon completing a 
year-long (June, 1987-May, 1988) Deaconess Internship in Kinloch, Missouri.  If this is a wilderness, 
then I am one of many “tables” God has “prepared” for Kingdom-building work in this city.  That work 
is far from finished. 

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Philadelphia, August 1997, adopted “In The City For Good.”  The 
intent of the assembly action was that the whole church will take the responsibility to strengthen our 
witness and service to people in the cities of our land, the statement proclaimed. The detailed vision, 
rooted in a theological foundation,  was for Transformed Lives, Transformed Congregations, and 
Transformed Communities.   In that same year, 1997, Bishop Peter Rogness of the Greater Milwaukee 
Synod issued a renewed, clarifying call for me.  In the sanctuary of Redeemer Lutheran Church, at 19th 
Street and  Wisconsin Avenue, he conducted a new Service of Installation for me, giving me the title 
and the service orders as Missionary To The City.  I have faithfully lived into those service directions, 
throughout the past twenty-two years, and Alice’s Garden Urban Farm has been one of those “mission 
fields” for me.  I hope that I have not been the missionary of old, the one who arrives in “Savior-mode” 
disrespecting people and traditions.  I believe that I have done my best to be transformational in my 
leadership.  I want to believe that my presence in Milwaukee has been a good, beneficial one, over the 
thirty years. 

I have chosen to remain In THIS City For Good, even when other cities and institutions have beckoned. 
I still believe I am called to serve the Northside of Milwaukee. I look forward to more years of being 
God’s table in the wilderness, In The City For Good.  I am filled with gratitude that Alice’s Garden is a 
huge part of  where I am able to dedicate my service.  See you in the garden! 

Venice R. Williams 
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