
Pre-Assembly Report on the Greater Milwaukee Synod diakonia Program 

The Greater Milwaukee Synod's diakonia program continues to thrive and grow, preparing lay 
leaders for service in the church, the community and the world. Interest continues to grow in this 
two year lay education program of spiritual formation and theological study.  Classes meet once 
each week for two years during the school year, and are taught by clergy and lay leaders from the 
GMS.   We currently have three active class locations in the Greater Milwaukee Synod; student 
count for each location is  Our Savior's in Milwaukee (13), Messiah in Racine (19) and Our 
Savior's in Oconomowoc (10) for a total of 42 diakonia students.  At this point, we anticipate 19 
students will graduate this spring.  Our graduation is scheduled for June 16, 2012 at Christ the 
King in Delafield at 2pm.  Please join us!  With this class, we will have a total of over 100 
diakonia graduates in the synod since the program began in 2006. 

31 people attended our annual day-long retreat on Saturday, February 25 in Racine.  The theme 
was ‘Exploring your Spiritual Gifts’ with Pastor Rachel Young Binter.  We have four additional 
opportunities for continuing education; monthly lectures with Pastor Alexander Jacobs on 
various biblical topics, a Discernment Class that meets with Pastor Walter Hermanns twice a 
month in Racine, a bible study that meets with Deaconess Judy Schroeder, as well as a periodic 
Christian book discussion with Pr. Denise Mbise in Racine. 

We will be getting an update soon from our synod leaders about their request asking diakonia 
graduates to consider being trained as ‘in house evangelists’ to encourage congregations in their 
evangelism efforts.  This idea was endorsed by our steering committee at our Oct. meeting and 
will be developed by leaders in our synod. 

We have also had conversations with Pastor Jhon Freddy Correa regarding diakonia in Spanish.  
He has been meeting with a small group of students in Racine and is developing materials to be 
used for native Spanish speakers. 

 Our Milwaukee synod web page and links on the national page have been updated.  We have 
launched a Facebook page and have an active google group to communicate with our current 
students, graduates and instructors.  We plan to have a presence and offer workshops at the 
Congregational Leaders Event on March 24 and at our synod assembly in June.   

 Special thanks to Rebecca Dahlstrom for her tireless work to bring the diakonia program to the 
GMS, and to our executive director, Pastor Sandy Chrostowski. 

 We ask clergy and congregations to promote diakonia, encourage interested persons to 
participate, and utilize diakonia graduates in furthering their ministries. For further information 
please contact Diane Roznowski, 414-258-8893 or diane.roznowski@gmail.com 

 Respectfully submitted,  

Diane Roznowski 
Greater Milwaukee Synod diakonia Steering Committee Chairperson 


