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Notes from the Bishop
To be honest, fall is my favorite season of the year. I love how the 
cool, crisp nights cause the leaves to change and eventually fall, 
signaling that the earth’s northern hemisphere is preparing to 
hunker down for the coming winter. It reminds me that our world 
and our lives are defined by seasons that follow a regular rhythm, 
alternating between times of rest, reflection, and renewal and times 
of growth, activity, and change. 

My sabbatical this summer allowed me a time of rest, reflection, 
and renewal, for which I am deeply grateful. I was able to spend 
some time with my brothers, get a lot of projects done around 
the house, and write an essay on bishops as adaptive leaders and 
public theologians in a time of crisis. It also allowed me to take 
a step back as I near the end of my first six-year term as bishop 
and begin a process of discernment on whether I feel called to be 
open to serving a second term. I am hopeful that the upcoming 
conversations that will take place at the various Fall Conference 
Gatherings will be helpful in this process. These conversations 
will be facilitated by the synod council and the conference deans; 
neither I nor members of the synod staff will be present, so that 
participants can speak more freely. These conversations will focus 
on the mission and direction of our common work in the synod, 
and I look forward to reading through the summaries provided. 
I will then share with the synod council in January whether I am 
willing to be considered for a second term. 

We are all in a process of discerning how to organize our mission 
and ministry in the coming years, and it’s becoming increasingly 
clear to me that life will not simply return to what it was before 
the pandemic. We are entering a new age, ready or not, and the 
future of our congregations, our communities, and our planet will 
be unclear for the foreseeable future. I firmly believe, however, 
that God isn’t done with us yet, and that God’s mission of 
reconciliation, justice, and love will continue, and that God will 
continue to call people together into communities in which that 
love can be experienced and the Gospel can be proclaimed. I look 
forward to discovering that future, together, trusting the Holy 
Spirit to support, guide, and challenge us every step of the way.

In Christ,

Bishop Paul Erickson

UPCOMING EVENTS
“I’m Curious About...”: Every 4th 
Tuesday, Zoom

Learning & Telling the Story: 
Deconstructing Racism: 11/5, 6 & 
12, 2021, Zoom

Faith Partners Team Training: 
11/5 - 6, 2022, Holy Cross, 
Menomonee Falls

2022 Synod Assembly: 5/20 - 21, 
2022, Italian Community Center, 
Milwaukee

2022 ELCA Youth Gathering: 
Minneapolis
 7/21 - 24, 2022
 MYLE & the TAble
 7/24 - 25, 2022
 Full Gathering

milwaukeesynod.org/
events

Thank You for Supporting the Outreach for Hope 2021 Ride Run Walk!
We’re excited to share that we have not only met, but EXCEEDED our stretch goal of $150K for grants to central city 
congregations in our synod! A huge THANK YOU to the 501 riders, walkers, virtual participants, and volunteers 
who registered for this year’s event, and to the 700 people who made a donation.

OFH is accepting RRW donations through October 31! Make a donation by visiting outreachforhope.salsalabs.org/
ofhrrw2021, or mailing your check made out to “Outreach for Hope” to PO Box 341695, Milwaukee WI 53234.

Visit OFHRRW.org to view more photos from all of our event sites, and complete our post-event survey.

SAVE THE DATE: 2022 OFH Ride Run Walk | Saturday, September 24, 2022

Equipping the Saints Mission Appeal Update

The Greater Milwaukee Synod Equipping the Saints synod mission appeal is underway and we can begin to envision 
the impact these new funds will bring to mission and ministry within our synod. The campaign initiative on 
leadership includes a focus on building the future of the church in providing support in candidacy, seminary, and 
first call for BIPOC and LGBTQIA candidates.

The impact of investment in new leaders has been demonstrated through the Ken Wheeler Scholarship Fund. This 
fund, established at Pastor Ken’s retirement, is specifically about identifying and financially supporting African 
American leaders as they seek to pursue training and theological education in one of our ELCA Seminaries that will 
lead to them serving as a pastor or other rostered minister in the Church. This scholarship is also about supporting a 
vision that will enable and empower the ELCA to become a much more racially diverse Church.

Over the last several years the funds from this scholarship have assisted gifted African American leaders to become 
amazing pastors who have led the Church in dynamic and powerful ways. The Reverend Marilyn Miller was one 
of the many individuals who benefitted from these funds. She writes about what this scholarship meant to her: 
“Like many second career seminarians, I still had to pay a mortgage, other living expenses and then, tuition. The Ken Wheeler 
Scholarship Fund, along with gifts from other Greater Milwaukee Synod colleagues, and resources through ELCA Churchwide, 
helped me to fulfill my financial obligations.  Because of these gifts, I was able to serve the Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
for twelve years from interim ministry, through seminary, into call, and now retirement. I pray that my contribution to the 
scholarship fund will bless others as I have been blessed to serve.”   

Equipping the Saints leadership funds will provide new scholarships for African American leaders and will expand 
funding to include other leaders of color and LGBTQIA leaders.

For more information or to make a donation, visit milwaukeesynod.org/equipping-the-saints



Fall Conference Gatherings

Congregations and Ministers in Transition
as of October 18, 2021

Congregations in Transition

Ascension, Milwaukee (tri-lingual congregation – Hmong, Spanish & 
English) – in interim

Atonement, Muskego (lead pastor) – in interim
Bethel, Muskego (solo pastor) – Ministry Site Profile posted
Bethlehem, Muskego (solo pastor) – Ministry Site Profile posted
Breaking the Chains (solo pastor) – in interim
Christ Our Savior, Sussex (senior pastor) – in interim
Christ the King, Port Washington (shared pastor) – Ministry Site Profile 

posted
Christ the Servant, Waukesha (pastor) – in interim
Dr. Martin Luther Church, Oconomowoc (solo pastor) – call accepted
Faith/Santa Fe, Milwaukee (pastor, bi-lingual) – in interim
Gethsemane, Brookfield (solo pastor) – call accepted
Gloria Dei, Menomonee Falls (solo pastor) – Ministry Site Profile posted
Good Shepherd Trinity, Milwaukee (solo pastor) – in interim
Grace, Grafton (senior pastor and associate pastor) – in interim
Living Christ, Germantown (solo pastor) – in interim
Living Faith, Racine (solo pastor) – names received
Living Hope, Saukville (shared pastor) – Ministry Site Profile posted
Lord of Life, Kenosha (solo pastor) – in interim
Luther Memorial, West Allis (solo pastor) – in interim
Mount Hope, West Allis (solo pastor) – call accepted
Our Savior’s, Oconomowoc (senior pastor) – names received
Our Savior’s, Oconomowoc (associate pastor) – in interim
Our Saviors, West Bend (lead pastor) – call extended
Prince of Peace, Milwaukee (solo pastor) – in interim
Reformation, Milwaukee (solo pastor) – in interim
Spirit of Peace, Milwaukee (solo pastor) – in interim
St John’s, West Milwaukee (solo pastor) – in interim
St Luke, Sheboygan Falls (solo pastor) – Ministry Site Profile posted
St. Luke, Slinger (solo pastor) – MSP posted - in interim
St. Luke’s, Greendale (solo pastor) – in interim
St. Matthew’s, Wauwatosa (senior & associate pastors) – Ministry Site 

Profile posted

Change of Status for Rostered Ministers

Rev. Heidi Borkenhagen, from Grace, Grafton to On Leave from Call
Rev. Paul Bulgerin, from Grace, Grafton to Retired

What happens when a local non-profit community garden, two ELCA churches and a middle school find a common 
mission? A community is nourished in both body and soul.

This last spring, members of Spirit Alive! and Grace Lutheran churches in Kenosha partnered with the Garden of 
Eatin’, a local non-profit group, to renew one of the community garden spaces that happened to be just down the 
road from Grace.

The idea first emerged when members from Spirit Alive! partnered with members from Grace in preparing and 
serving meals at Grace’s Welcome Center. Together, they noticed that there was very little fresh produce in the food 
they were able to offer those who came for community meals. This led the group to reach out to Andy Berg, a local 
resident, and the organizer of the Garden of Eatin’.

What followed was months of dedicated work and partnership. Members of Spirit Alive even reached out to the staff 
at Lincoln Middle School, who designed a project that engaged local children in creating a mural along one of the 
garden’s unpainted fences.

The Windchime Garden (2011 57th Street, Kenosha) now stands as a powerful reminder of the ways God connects 
us to each other, deeply roots us in our communities, and blesses everyone through the partnerships. It has been a 
catalyst for deeper relationships, as neighbors reap the harvests of food and community. 

“In the alchemy of collaboration, we become equal partners. We create wholeness and sufficiency for everyone.” 
– Author Lynn Twist 

Do you have a story of curiosity, courage, compassion, or collaboration that you are willing to share? Contact Rev. Matthew 
Short, Assistant to the Bishop for Evangelical Mission, at matt.short@gmselca.org

Find more stories at milwaukeesynod.org/stories

Deacon Susan Daniels, from Church of the Resurrection, Pewaukee to 
Retired

Rev. Lynn Erickson, from Ascension, Milwaukee to Atonement, Muskego 
(Interim)

Rev. Jim Holmberg, from Synod Interim Ministry to Retired
Rev. Cheri Johnson, from Reformation, Brookfield to Retired
Rev. Tom Kent, from Christ Our Savior, Sussex to Retired
Rev. Tina Kieckhafer, called to First United, Sheboygan
Rev. Timothy McIntosh, Synod Call to Chaplaincy
Rev. Andrew Nyren, from Prince of Peace, Milwaukee to Synod Call to 

Chaplaincy
Rev. Diane Olson, from On Leave from Call to Synod Call to Chaplaincy
Rev. Jennifer Olson, Synod Call to Chaplaincy
Rev. Clare Sedlacek, called to Dr Martin Luther, Oconomowoc (solo pastor)
Rev. Eric Silberschmidt, from Christ, Paddock Lake to On Leave from Call
Rev. Casey Sugden, from East Central Synod of Wisconsin to Christ the 

Servant, Waukesha (Interim)
Rev. Greg Van Dunk, from Atonement Muskego to Grace, Grafton (Interim)

Remembering Rostered Ministers Who Have Recently Died:
• Rev. Joan Jacobson Wolf died on June 13. Pastor Jacobson-Wolf was 

a Deaconess in the LCMS before being ordained in the LCA in 1979. 
She served various ministry positions throughout her ministry career, 
including as a chaplain in Illinois, and as pastor at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Racine from 1993-2008. Full obituary at https://www.legacy.com/
us/obituaries/journaltimes/name/joan-jacobson-obituary?id=11416618. 

• Rev. Ross Larson died on September 3 at the age of 90. His ministry 
included serving parishes in Chicago, St. Louis, and Racine, in addition to 
serving at Carthage College as Adjunct Professor and Dean of the Chapel. 
Full obituary at https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/chicagotribune/
name/ross-larson-obituary?id=6418774.

Learn more at milwaukeesynod.org/
congregations-in-transition

GMS Stories: Seeds of Collaboration & Blessing

All of life around us has been changing over this past year, and many of us have questions about the future, 
including the future of the church. None of us has the answer, but collectively we can bring all of our questions 
together to look back at where we have been as the body of the Greater Milwaukee Synod over the past 2-6 years 
and to look ahead at where we want to go.

Over the past four years, we have developed a statement of our mission, vision, values, and practices as a synod, 
and this past year we reshaped our structure into six conferences from ten clusters. Over the next month, the 
Synod Council and Conference Deans are facilitating conversations among the congregations in each conference as 
we prepare for the every-six-years bishop election. The conference gatherings are an opportunity to engage with 
congregations in the new structure, to reflect on the joys and challenges of living into our vision and mission over 
the past few years, and to raise questions on what we need for the future of the church. 

Conference dates and locations are posted on the website, along with an easy online registration. There is no cost, 
but registration is encouraged for preparation at each site. Register today to make sure your voice and the voice of 
your congregation is represented in being church together!

Learn more at milwaukeesynod.org/event/fall-conference-gatherings/2021-10-21

Join us for our first installment of GMS Stories: a series 
of stories about Curiosity, Courage, Compassion and 

Collaboration from around our Greater Milwaukee Synod!


