Transitions

As of October 6, 2017
Congregations in Transition

Rostered Ministers in Transition
Rostered Ministers Who Have Recently Changed Calls
Within the Greater Milwaukee Synod
• Rev. Jennifer Arnold, from senior pastor at St. John’s, Brookfield to
Assistant to the Bishop for Missional Leadership, Greater Milwaukee
Synod
• Rev. David Patterson, from Director of Pastoral Care at Luther Manor,
Milwaukee to Spiritual Care Coordinator at Heartland Hospice,
Milwaukee
To the Greater Milwaukee Synod
• Rev. Kelly Nieman Anderson, from candidacy to called pastor at Christ
the King, Port Washington, and covenanted pastor at Living Hope,
Saukville
• Rev. John Brink, from Nebraska synod to called pastor at Cross,
Burlington
From the Greater Milwaukee Synod
• Rev. Steve Jerbi, from All Peoples Gathering to called pastor in
Encino, California
Rostered Ministers Recently Moved to On Leave from Call (OLC)
• Rev. Jonathan Breimeier, from called pastor at Christ the King, Port
Washington to OLC
• Rev. Jennifer Carlson, from called pastor at Spirit Alive! to OLC
Rostered Ministers Recently Retired
• Rev. Gerald Anderson, from called pastor at Redemption, Wauwatosa
to retirement.
• Rev. Marcia Carrier, from called pastor at Redeemer, Hartford to
retirement

Upcoming Events
Oct. 31, 2017 - Prayer Service to Commemorate the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Nov. 12, 2017 - Outreach for Hope – Rev. Jim
Bickel’s Retirement Celebration
Nov. 30, 2017 - Reformation in Milwaukee: Is It
Possible? (Presenter: Reginald Jackson)
Feb. 10, 2018 - Cluster Assembly
For more information, visit:
milwaukeesynod.org/events/

Recent Vacancies:
(Interim pastor has not yet begun)
• Redemption, Wauwatosa (PT pastor)
• Spirit Alive!, Kenosha (FT pastor)
• St. John, Brookfield (FT senior pastor)
Mission Exploration Process:
(no candidates received at this time) NOTE: “Transition Pastors” provide
pastoral support and consistency to the congregation during a time of
rostered minister transition, and do not lead a MET process. “Transition
Consultants” help lead a MET process, and have limited pastoral
leadership responsibilities. “Interim Pastors” provide pastoral support and
lead a MET process.
• All Peoples Gathering (FT lead pastor) – led by current staff
• Cross, Ixonia (PT pastor) – Rev. James Stein, PT interim
• Good Shepherd Trinity, Milwaukee – ELCA/PCUSA (PT pastor) –
pulpit supply
• Journey in Faith, Racine (FT pastor) – pulpit supply
• Lord of Life, Kenosha (FT associate pastor) – Rev. Cynthia Aasen, PT
transition pastor
• Mt. Pleasant, Racine (FT senior pastor) – Rev. Bill Mains, FT
transition pastor
• Redeemer, Hartford (FT pastor) – Rev. Jon Breimeier, PT interim
• St. Andrew, Sheboygan (PT pastor) – Rev. Paul Ihlenfeld, PT interim
• St. Luke, Slinger (FT pastor) – Rev. Steve Clingman, FT interim
• St. Mary, Kenosha (FT senior pastor) – Rev. John Holm, FT interim
• St. Paul, Kenosha (FT pastor) – Rev. Karen Pahl, FT interim
• St. Paul, Milwaukee (PT pastor) – Rev. Jacob Werkheiser, PT transition
pastor and Rev. Sandy Jacobs, PT transition consultant
• Trinity, South Milwaukee (FT pastor) – Rev. Michael Mueller, FT
interim
• Unity, Brookfield (3rd pastor) – Rev. Jennifer Carlson, FT transition
pastor
Ministry Site Profile (MSP) Posted:
• Fox Point, Fox Point (FT 2nd associate pastor)
• Holy Trinity, West Allis (FT pastor) – Rev. Dean Natterstad, FT interim
• Our Savior’s, Oconomowoc (FT Administration pastor) – Rev.
Kimberly Jordan, FT transition pastor
• Our Savior’s, Oconomowoc (FT Education pastor)
• St. Mark, Cudahy (PT pastor) – Rev. Ron Ballew, PT interim
Candidate Names Submitted:
• Church of the Resurrection, Pewaukee (FT pastor) – Rev. Dr. Paula
Harris, FT interim
• Emaus, Racine (FT bi-lingual pastor) – Rev. Steve Wohlfeil, PT
interim
• First United, Sheboygan (FT associate pastor)
• Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Racine (FT pastor)
Calls and Covenants Accepted:
• Christ the King, Port Washington (PT pastor) – Rev. Kelly Nieman
Anderson
• Cross, Burlington (senior pastor) – Rev. John R. Brink
• Living Hope, Saukville (PT pastor – Covenant for Shared Pastoral
Ministry) – Rev. Kelly Nieman Anderson
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of its environment, and the scars of these
anyone could be unaware of this milestone, what
religious and political conflicts have lasted for
with all the concerts, worship services, and other Reformation- many generations.
themed activities this fall. We’ve even made it to the national
TV audience, with the recent PBS showing of the Luther Second, I hope we will remember that the word Lutheran is best
documentary and inclusion as a significant plot point in a recent understood as an adjective, not a noun. That is, we are Lutheran
episode of CSI on CBS. We in Milwaukee are delighted to be Christians. Luther himself understood that the movement that
hosting an ecumenical prayer service on Tuesday, October 31 bore his name was to be a reforming movement within the
(7 p.m. at Ascension, Milwaukee), and that all of the Roman Church universal (catholic), and that the entire purpose of the
Catholic and ELCA bishops from the state of Wisconsin will Reformation was to guide the church back to the core elements
be in attendance. I certainly hope that you will take advantage of the faith: God’s grace, mercy, and love, made known to us in
of the many opportunities to worship, pray, and reflect on the Christ. I am grateful that our recent ecumenical dialogs with the
meaning of our heritage and its role in our life of faith.
Roman Catholic Church and other denominations have focused
on the fact that what unites us is much more powerful than
I do have two cautionary thoughts, however. First, I hope that which divides us. While there may always be significant
we will be mindful of the fact that, for many of our Roman structural, cultural and political reasons why our churches
Catholic sisters and brothers, the notion that we are celebrating remain separate, I pray we will always heed the call of the Holy
the Reformation is a painful one. The events of 500 years ago Spirit to be united in our work to promote dignity, justice, and
initiated a time of significant conflict and division in the church reconciliation.
and in European society as a whole, eventually resulting in
the 30 Years’ War, one of the most devastating and destructive
In Christ,
conflicts in human history. While we may certainly want to be
Bishop Paul Erickson

Prayer Service to Commemorate
the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
October 31, 2017
6:30 p.m. pre-service, 7-8:30 p.m. main service
Ascension Lutheran – Milwaukee (1236 South Layton Boulevard)
For more information/map, visit: milwaukeesynod.org/event/prayer-service-tocommemorate-the-500th-anniversary-of-the-reformation/

Greater Milwaukee Synod
1212 S. Layton Blvd.
Milwaukee, WI 53215
milwaukeesynod.org
414.671.1212

Miles of Smiles

their parents and even their grandparents.
Some of the families have ridden together
nearly every year. The Luedtke family
(pictured) was preparing to move to the
Twin Cities in a few days, but the girls
insisted, “We always ride in the Outreach
for Hope Bike Ride,” so it was added into
their busy schedule. David and Barbara
Hammer rode 50 miles in honor of their
50th wedding anniversary, which they had
celebrated just days before. A family of
5 from All Peoples Church rode together
for the first time and talked about what a
wonderful experience it was. It was that
kind of a day.

The 10th Annual Outreach for Hope
Bike Ride
Imagine 370 people of all ages, from
toddlers to octogenarians; urban, suburban
and rural dwellers; the sweaty and the
bundled; and multiple ethnic groups,
all smiling, and all gathered together in
one place sharing a common purpose
– supporting ministries in low-income
communities of Southeastern Wisconsin.
That describes the 10th Outreach for
Hope Family Bike Ride. This year’s
ride took place on September 9, starting
in Dousman, WI and stretching south to
Palmyra, north to Delafield and east to
Wales. If you wish to see the smiles, go
to outreachforhope.org and find the link
to the Bike Ride pictures, all 877 of them!

Fundraising Goal of $110,000
Shattered!
In honor of the 10th Family Ride, the
Planning Team had set a lofty goal of
$110,000. That goal has been shattered.
Combining received and pledged gifts,
our total is $136,090! In addition to
many major gifts to the ride, a significant

It was a Family Day for Many
The family theme was evident. Many
families rode together – children with

part of this increase came from the
many riders this year who committed to
raise additional funds in support of their
individual and team riders.
Second Year for Ozaukee Ride
Special thanks to the churches in Ozaukee
County who also hosted a ride to support
Outreach for Hope on September 9. The
Ozaukee bike ride headed north on the
Interurban Trail out of Port Washington.
It is hoped that this ride will continue
to grow in partnership with the ride in
Dousman.
Thank You for Your Support
To all of you who rode, sponsored a
rider, or donated to Outreach for Hope
during the Bike Ride Campaign, Thank
You! Thanks also on behalf of the 19
local ministries Outreach for Hope
supports, working to be a sign of hope
in communities facing the challenges of
poverty.

What is a YAGM?
The GMS has had three recent participants in the Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program. Laura Hermanns
spent a year in Rwanda, Anneka Potter Barrow spent a year in Mexico, and Ayona Riley is currently in Mexico. We
wanted to know about their experiences with the program, and what being a YAGM means to them. Here’s what Laura
and Anneka said:

Questions
1. In your mind,
what is a YAGM?

2. What piece of
advice would you
give young adults
who are thinking
about becoming a
YAGM?

3. How did your
relationship with
God grow or change
during your year?

Doing the numbers
Riders registered
Volunteers		

289
80

Families registered
Churches represented

49
55

Next year’s ride is September 8, 2018 - save the date!

For more
information on the
YAGM program,
visit: elca.org/
Our-Work/
Global-Church/
Global-Mission/
Young-Adults-inGlobal-Mission

Anneka

Laura

1. In my mind, YAGM is the new way that mission
work is being defined. I used to be someone who
cringed a little when I heard the word missionary - I
thought a lot about privilege, imposing whiteness,
and colonialism..THEN I became one! The YAGM
program runs on an accompaniment model,
meaning that we are walking together in solidarity
and practicing interdependence and mutuality with
the communities that we are serving. This means
that we really get a chance to just BE, and to really
immerse ourselves into our communities and be
transformed by them through radical hospitality.
YAGM allows young people to spend a year learning
so much about themselves, the places they go, and
the communities that surround them and then brings
them home to share what they have learned about
God’s world.

1. There are so many possible answers because
YAGM come from so many different places,
with different backgrounds, different gifts,
and different paths. The things we do have in
common are a willingness to ask questions and
be challenged, a desire to wrestle with our faith
and put it into action, and a passion for service
to others.

2. If you’re thinking about becoming a YAGM,
BECOME ONE! I was so worried about the
societal expectations to get a job or continue onto
more education after graduating from college, but
becoming a YAGM taught me so much more than
either of those things could do. It was truly an
opportunity to walk humbly and be transformed in
so many ways, something that every young person
should embrace the opportunity of if they can.
3. My relationship with God did a lot during my
year. I had a lot of questions, had my heart broken
and filled up in the same day, and met people who
had every reason to give up on God but still lived
their lives like something truly amazing was about
to happen. I learned that trusting God will get you to
a point, and His grace will get you through.

2. I first heard about YAGM when I was a junior
in college but didn’t apply for another 4 years
after that! For me, it took the right mixture of
life circumstances and finally listening to those
persistent little God nudges to get me to answer
the call. So, my advice would be to listen to
those nudges, whispers, and ideas you might
have. Then pray, ask questions, and get in touch
with an alum to learn more!
3. Living in a new country with new cultural
norms, new forms of transportation, a new
language, new foods, new everything meant
I learned to rely on God in a completely new
way. In that whirlwind of newness, God’s
presence and grace became more evident to me.
All illusions of control were gone, and what
remained was my faith that God was guiding
me, even when I could not see the path.

To read more of the interview, visit:
milwaukeesynod.org/2017/10/
what-is-a-yagm/

