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Reflection - Rev. Rachel Young Binter
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I recently met with several of my colleagues to discuss a
possible research project around the lived realities of
young adults and the work of campus ministry. What
struck me is that at a time when much of the church is
concerned about the future, all of us who serve on
campuses were excited. It is true that young adults are
coming at the world and its institutions from a new
perspective and aren’t engaging organizational structures
like they used to-but they are passionately engaging the
questions of meaning, purpose, and how to bring life to
the people and world around them. They are engaging
the questions of faith, and this is the rich soil in which we
go out as campus pastors to be the church every day.
And it is exhilarating to be able to meet their longings
with the promise of grace to strengthen them, ancient
rituals to ground them, a long history of interfaith and
justice work to empower them, and the gift of a
community that will hold them up as they find their place
in the kingdom of God. I am grateful every day for the
work I do, and am profoundly grateful for a synod that
has had the wisdom to support ministries that are taking
place exactly where the church’s future is unfolding.
Marquette University Student Reflection- Reece Harty
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LCM offers everyone a place to be welcomed, accepted, cared
for and supported. Whether a student comes every Sunday and
to every event, or to only a few services, they still feel
welcomed and a part of God’s warm embrace. LCM reminds
everyone that God’s love for everyone truly is EVERYWHERE!
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Corner House Alumni Reflection - Elise Hynek
My first semester of college I wanted to earn my degree
in Art History, and start my career in museum curation,
working with the treasures of the world. I hadn’t been
looking for a spiritual aspect in college, but a string of
coincidences had placed me at the front door of Corner
House. Inside, I found a place of accompaniment,
laughter, worship, service, support, and education.
During my four years in college and at Corner House, I
learned more about people from different walks of life,
the world around me, and my faith. During my time with
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Corner House, I discovered that I wanted to work with
people, instead of museums, so after I graduated with my
degree in Art History, I served a year in England with Young
Adults in Global Mission. My year with YAGM led to my
current work as a Youth and Ministry Director at two
churches in Viroqua, WI, and I credit my time with campus
ministry as one of the major influences that got me to where
I am today and will continue to shape my future.

Corner House Student Reflection - Sean Heinritz
As a student at UW-Milwaukee I could not make it through
my week without Campus Ministry. Because of the spiritual
classes Corner House offers I am able to understand and
explore my faith in an environment without judgement.
Breakfast feeds my body and my spirit when I get to share
conversations with my peers about our common struggles.
Worship, well without being able to attend worship at
Corner House, I wouldn't be the man I am today. Pastor
Rachel's influence, the love and faith shared with my peers,
even the sight of the house on the corner gives me hope
when my backpack is heavy and my assignments are late.
That kind of hope is integral to a student's well being
during their college journey. I pray that Campus Ministry
continues to serve generations to come!
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Board Member Reflection - Rev. Matt Kruse - St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Wauwatosa
I have made a monthly commitment to give to Lutheran
Campus Ministry through my monthly congregational
offering. Why? Our campus ministries at Marquette and
UWM continue the work of faith formation for our children
—we need to support the baptized after they graduate; the
crucible of college is one of the most important places to
offer college students sacred space to wrestle
with questions of faith, identity, and life—LCM offers that
holy, safe environment. Without campus ministry, I know
too many of my friends and colleagues who would have feel
abandoned, ashamed, or afraid of the church. Having
a Lutheran presence on our local campuses—and strong
pastors—is vital to spreading the unique message of
unending Grace through Jesus—and I want to be a part of
that outreach.
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This is a part of why I give to Lutheran Campus Ministry.

Marquette University Student Reflection- Wyatt Meyer
LCM has provided me with a steady "home congregation"
and a supportive community over these past three years,
but that isn't to say that it has allowed me to get too
comfortable. Having the opportunity to be a peer
minister service coordinator and to visit Nicaragua (via an
LCM-organized accompaniment trip) has pushed me out
of my comfort zone to expand who I am as well as give
me confidence in myself. With the ever-changing nature
of the college environment, LCM has kept my faith
present in mind, causing me to stay grounded and not
lose my relationship with God in the midst of hectic
university life. I am grateful to have such a group as LCM
in my life, especially at this stage in my journey.
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Reflection- Rev. Jessica Short
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I first got involved with Lutheran Campus Ministry when I was an
undergrad at the University of Iowa. What surprised me most
about LCM was how radically different campus ministry was to
my home church and congregational life. As students, we had
complete freedom to craft the ministry around our interests and
passions. I completed my internship as the Campus Ministry at
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and saw a completely
different model of campus ministry. Now I work at a private
university and I am participating in yet another very different
model of campus ministry. No matter the context, the ministry
remains the same. Lutheran Campus Ministry continues to be a
place where students engage in the ministry and set the agenda.
Our students this year worked to establish Interfaith Dialogue on
campus, become an ally to the LBGT resource center, and
support YES! as they worked to provide scholarships for
undocumented students on campus. On a campus where
freedom of speech is censored and conversations/
communications are closed, we offer an open table and strive to
be an open community to accepting students as they are. We
traveled to Nicaragua for our third time to participate in an
accompaniment trip and students prepared for the trip by
reading ‘Toxic Charity’ and ‘Serving with Eyes Wide Open.’
Thank you to the synod and of the many churches who work to
support our ministry on Marquette campus. You are always
welcome to join us for worship, which meets while students are
in session. Want to join us? Email me at
jessica.short@marquette.edu to find out our worship schedule!

