A Resolution Supporting Educators and the Teaching of Information Relating to
Racism and Inclusivity,

Whereas the Greater Milwaukee Synod has through several resolutions!
established itself as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) synod, an Anti-racist synod, and
a synod inclusive of members of the LGBTQIA+ communities,

And Whereas as part of the living out of that identity this synod and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church and other denominations have come to recognize the
importance of confronting the history of racism in this country?, the systemic
nature of racism?, the history of exclusion and abuse of those in the LGBTQIA+
communities, plus the systemic nature of their exclusion?, and the need for
recognizing a space for the difference in all God’s children,

And Whereas the history of the Lutheran Church has always included a deep
commitment to education including public education’, with a special emphasis on
those elements that lead to the greater public good,

And Whereas we see part of our identity as also being a voice of justice, truth, and
a conscience to those in the public sphere® being called not just to speak to those
within the Church but also to be in dialogue with others around us recognizing God
uses all institutional structures together for the good of all.

And Whereas forces in the public debate recently have called for the banning of
many of the truths that we hold as a synod and a larger church regarding truths that
we believe are necessary to confront if our society is to move toward
reconciliation, equity, and peace in the future. The truths about the history of race
and the systemic nature of racism have been obscured by labeling them as “Critical
Race Theory” and characterizing them as a teaching that automatically leads to
self-guilt, self-hatred, prejudice, and lack of patriotism. Further these arguments
obscure the truth of the importance of a variety of gender identities and sexual
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understandings by labeling them as immoral and totally the concern of individuals
and families.

Therefore be it resolved:

That a public statement would be produced through the Bishops’ office of the
Greater Milwaukee Synod that would give voice to our growing understanding of
the importance of confronting the history of racism in our nation, the systemic
nature of the racism we face and our resistance to the banning even the discussion
of these ideas in public education and we also resist the banning of movements in
public education that would create space for those who are struggling with
different gender identity and sexuality and recognize them as equal participants in
the educational process. (No child should be made to feel guilty or hide their
growing self.)

And Be It Further Resolved that this statement recognize’s the reality that there are
different understandings of how these discussions are to take place in the public
sphere. (In these discussions parents, educators, those with experience in the
educational process, counselors, communities of color and the LGBTQIA+
communities should all be a part of building a curriculum that deals with these
realities in age appropriate and sensitive ways allowing parents to opt their
children out if they are uncomfortable.) Because these issues deal with the wider
public good they should not be targeted for removal from the educational process.

Be It Further Resolved that this statement be sent to both state legislative bodies,
the governor’s office and the office of the Superintendent of Public Education.

And Be It Further Resolved that this statement be sent to all congregations in the
synod calling on all those who embrace this vision to work with state government,
local government, school boards and schools to make sure that these realities
continue to be taught and discussed in hope of a more equitable and inclusive
social order, and that congregation members work to support teachers struggling to
teach these realities in a difficult and contentious time in our nation’s history.

And Be It Further Resolved that in a letter accompanying the statement to our
congregation’s members, they be invited to discuss these issues with their children
and pray for a time when racism will be overcome, and people of all gender
identities and sexual identities be recognized as people of dignity who find justice
and inclusion in the communities where we reside.

Submitted by Trinity Lutheran Church, West Bend, Congregational Council



