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Notes from the Vice President
As we begin the long season of Pentecost, we open ourselves, as we do 
each year, to the power of the Spirit to breathe new life into our world 
and churches. But we are standing in a different place in 2021 than we 
have in many Pentecost seasons of the past. Collectively, we have had a 
shared experience of the uncertainty of life for 15 months. We have not 
gathered as community. We have not been able to collectively grieve or 
celebrate together. We may now be starting to worship in person again for 
the first time in 15 months, and we may be able to see family and friends 
and eat together and see each other’s smile. But how much of this past 
year do we carry with us? How do we move forward in our lives and in 
our churches? What do we leave behind and what do we carry with us in 
new ways?

It seems that it would be wise at this moment to take time to pause and 
reflect—maybe take time for a sabbatical. The timing of Bishop Erickson’s 
sabbatical may be a model for each of us to pause, likely not for those of 
us who are laypersons in the same way of taking time away from work 
for three months, but as a model for all of us—whether rostered minister 
or lay—of finding our own ways of taking time apart from rushing back 
into life. We may need a sabbatical from zoom meetings or being wired 
to social media or being lost in our homes to refocus on what gives us 
life. We may need time walking in the woods or holding a grandchild or 
having a long, long lunch with a friend. 

The song that comes to me for this time was written by Marty Haugen 
and is available to listen at https://tinyurl.com/e58amajs.  I am quoting a 
portion of stanza two and the refrain:

Once there was a singer in each person with a voice as strong as rain and thunder carried on the wind.
Now the sounds we make seem so uncertain that we wonder if we’ll ever sing again..
And those who trust the movement of the centuries can still hear a song to sing between the times.

Between the times of plenty, when the song is just a whisper in our lives, at the time that we must grieve because the words that 
we believe aren’t coming true, what shall we do between the times? What shall we do between the times?

We need time between the times—between the time of pandemic and the time that comes 
after—to contemplate what gives us life. What are things that filled our individual or 
congregational calendars that were not life-giving? Where and how and with whom do we 
want to spend our time? Where is the Spirit calling us individually and as a church to new 
life? What do love and justice look like as we walk into this new Pentecost season? I trust 
that the Spirit is moving to give us new life, but I challenge all of us to pause to listen to the 
movement of the Spirit and the new song that is finding its melody in us.

In Christ,

Joyce Caldwell, PhD

UPCOMING EVENTS

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday: 9/2

OSUD and Faith Partners Team Training: 9/17 - 18

Outreach for Hope Sunday: 9/19

Navigating Boundaries for Healthy Leadership: 9/21

Outreach for Hope Ride Run Walk: 9/25

Fall Leadership Conference: 10/11 - 13, Lake Lawn 
Resort, Delavan

2021 Conflict and Decision Making: Fall 2021 (Date 
TBD)

2022 Synod Assembly: 5/20 - 21, 2022, Italian 
Community Center, Milwaukee

2022 ELCA Youth Gathering: Minneapolis
         7/21 - 24, 2022 (MYLE & the TAble)
         7/24 - 25, 2022 (full Gathering)

milwaukeesynod.org/events

Get Ready for the Outreach for Hope 2021 Ride Run Walk!

Join all of your friends on the morning of Saturday, September 25 for the Outreach for Hope 2021 Ride Run Walk 
(formerly the Family Bike Ride), and help FUNdraise $150K for grants to central city congregations in the Greater 
Milwaukee Synod!

Starting on July 15, visit OFHRRW.org to register to participate at one of our event sites (each offers a walk, and 
road and trail rides unless otherwise noted):

•	 Waukesha County: Dousman / walk and ride on Glacial Drumlin Trail, and ride  
	 on county roads

•	 Ozaukee County: Grafton / walk and ride on Ozaukee Interurban Trail, and ride  
	 on county roads

•	 Racine/Kenosha County: Kenosha / walk and ride on North Shore Bike Trail, and  
	 ride on roads

•	 NEW! Milwaukee County: WALK ONLY at Washington Park
•	 Virtual: Ride, run, walk, and/or fundraise on your own schedule (7/15 - 9/25; you  

	 can register for both the virtual option AND an in-person event)

Registrants will receive a free event t-shirt, and snacks, drinks and a boxed lunch for 
in-person events. There is NO registration fee -- instead, pay what you can at registration, and/or collect donations 
from others leading up to the event.
 
Volunteers are also needed! Visit tinyurl.com/OFHRRWvolunteer or call 414-671-1212 to learn more and sign up.

Learn more at OFHRRW.org

2021 Ride Run Walk2021 Ride Run Walk

News from the GMS Task Force on Opioid 
and Substance Use Disorders (OSUD)

Over 81,000 drug overdose deaths occurred in the United 
States in the 12 months ending in May 2020, the highest 
number of overdose deaths ever recorded in a 12-month 
period, according to the Center for Disease Control. 
Subsequent data shows an even more alarming acceleration 
due to the isolation and trauma of the pandemic.

Our Task Force has begun to organize congregations for 
trainings to respond to this alarming crisis.  Joining with 
Faith Partners, Inc., and with a generous grant from the 
Siebert Lutheran Foundation, we are planning our two-day 
fall Team Training, Sept. 17 & 18. We will be announcing the 
location of this training soon.

Additionally, the grant has allowed us to create a half-
time Area Coordinator position to support, connect and 
help congregations collaborate in their growing ministries. 
Please encourage qualified candidates to apply!

For more information on the Team Training or the Area 
Coordinator position, contact Rev. Molly Doreza at  
mdoreza@twc.com.

Bishop Erickson is on sabbatical until the end of August. Please 
contact the synod office at 414-671-1212 with any questions.

https://www.shazam.com/track/67515952/between-the-times
https://outreachforhope.org/ride-run-walk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTENMFFlBZCHEQNc2xCJO3Mj8iSkn6hlUdVVaWMzBtjaO7BQ/viewform
https://outreachforhope.org/ride-run-walk/
mailto:mdoreza%40twc.com?subject=


2022 ELCA Youth Gathering:
July 24 - 28, 2022 | Minneapolis, MN Congregations and Ministers in Transition

as of June 9, 2021

Congregations in Transition

Note: PACT stands for Pastors Accompanying Congregations in Transition. A 
PACT includes the following types of positions: “Interim Pastors” provide pastoral 
support, and lead a MET process; “Transition Pastors” provide pastoral support, 
and do not lead a MET process; “Transition Consultants” help lead a MET process, 
and have limited pastoral support responsibilities; “Bridge Pastors” offer short term 
pastoral support until an interim or a called pastor begins; and “Consistent Supply 
Pastors” cover weekly worship for an extended period of time and have limited 
additional pastoral responsibilities. PT = part time / FT = full time

Vacancy covered by supply pastors or current staffing:
•	 Christ Our Savior, Sussex (FT senior pastor)
•	 Christ the Servant, Waukesha (FT pastor)

PACT begun and/or Mission Exploration Team (MET) in process:
•	 Ascension, Milwaukee (tri-lingual congregation – Hmong, Spanish 

& English) – Rev. Debra Trakel, PT interim pastor & Pastor German 
Novelli, PT bridge pastor

•	 Bethlehem, Muskego (solo PT pastor) – Rev. Molly Doreza, PT interim 
pastor

•	 Breaking the Chains (solo PT pastor) – Rev. David Rebey, PT interim 
pastor

•	 Faith/Santa Fe (PT pastor, bi-lingual) – Pastor Rony Reyes, PT interim 
pastor

•	 Lord of Life, Kenosha (FT solo pastor) – Rev. Carol Jeunnette, PT interim 
pastor

•	 Luther Memorial, West Allis (PT solo pastor) – Rev. Viviane Thomas-
Breitfeld, PT interim

•	 Reformation, Milwaukee (solo pastor) – Rev. Ron Ballew, PT transition 
pastor

•	 Spirit of Peace, Milwaukee (PT solo pastor) – supply pastors and Rev. Jon 
Breimeier, PT contracted pastor

•	 St John’s, West Milwaukee – (solo pastor) – Rev. Maren Hooper, PT 
interim pastor

•	 St. Luke’s, Greendale (solo pastor) – Rev. Paul Ihlenfeld, PT transition 
consultant, Rev. Kathy Brown, PT transition pastor

•	 St. Matthew’s, Wauwatosa (senior & associate pastors) – Rev. James 
Holmberg, PT senior interim pastor, Rev. Sheila Rawn, PT associate 
interim pastor, & Rev. John Holm, PT transition consultant

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders 
from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a 
week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through 
days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and 
fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired 
to live their faith in their daily lives.

There are also two pre-events to the Gathering: the Multicultural Youth 
Leadership Event (MYLE), a faith formation and leadership development event primarily for youth of color, and the 
tAble, a gathering that brings together, blesses and empowers youth with disabilities.

Learn more at milwaukeesynod.org/event/2022-elca-youth-gathering/

5/7/1968: Rev. David Rhoads
5/7/2006: Rev. Margaret Schoewe
5/10/2007: Deacon Gloriann 
	 Gagliano
5/13/1984: Rev. Steven Kuhl
5/13/1963: Rev. Robert Trendel
5/16/1951: Rev. Frederick Marks
5/17/1961: Rev. Marvin Oechler
5/19/2007: Rev. Kristin Berglund
5/19/2007: Rev. Preston Hoffman
5/20/1964: Rev. Gerald Goodrich
5/22/1999: Rev. Chad Kline
5/22/1963: Rev. Myron Olson
5/22/1955: Rev. Oliver Olson
5/22/1957: Rev. Dudley Riggle
5/23/1976: Rev. Jas Mortenson
5/24/1964: Rev. Joseph 
	 Lewandowski
5/27/1995: Rev. Kristine Ertl
5/28/1963: Rev. Richard Weeden
5/28/2016: Rev. Sara Yoos
5/29/1966: Rev. Alexander Jacobs
5/29/1977: Rev. Curtis Schneider
5/29/2010: Rev. Nicholaus Slater
5/30/1976: Rev. Gary Liedtke
5/30/1982: Rev. Bill Mains
5/31/1979: Rev. Janis Kinens
6/1/1966: Rev. Paul Ihlenfeld
6/1/1975: Rev. Frank Maxwell
6/1/1967: Rev. Karl Nelson
6/2/1991: Rev. Mary Janz
6/2/1974: Rev. Ronald Matter
6/2/1965: Rev. James Peters
6/4/1967: Rev. Kenneth Carlson
6/4/1982: Rev. Carolyn Fredriksen
6/4/1995: Rev. Lindsay Jordan
6/4/2018: Rev. Alissa Kretzmann
	 Farrar
6/4/2018: Rev. Kevin Kretzmann
	 Farrar
6/4/1972: Rev. Clifford Schmidt
6/4/1994: Rev. Vicki Watkins
6/5/1959: Rev. Adolph Kappes
6/5/2004: Deacon Marilyn Olson
6/6/1980: Rev. Marie Aviles-
	 DeJesus

6/6/1971: Rev. Carl Lund
6/6/1965: Rev. Ray Stubbe
6/7/1970: Rev. David Meissner
6/7/2009: Rev. Matthew Rose
6/7/1987: Rev. Scot Ruffatto
6/7/2009: Rev. Michelle Townsend 
	 De Lopez
6/7/1987: Rev. Warren Williams
6/8/1986: Rev. Meredith Musaus
6/8/1997: Rev. John Norquist
6/9/1974: Rev. John Fredriksen
6/9/1991: Rev. James Greear
6/9/1957: Rev. Rose Kroeger
6/10/1962: Rev. R.W. Anderson
6/10/2006: Rev. John Brink
6/10/2012: Rev. Marilyn Miller
6/10/2007: Rev. Roy Nelson
6/10/1955: Rev. Edward Weiskotten
6/10/2018: Rev. Joseph Wilkinson
6/11/1966: Rev. Dale Erickson
6/11/1995: Rev. Kimberly Jordan
6/12/1973: Rev. Dennis Jacobsen
6/12/1960: Rev. Alan Lindberg
6/13/1971: Rev. John Allen
6/13/1966: Rev. Rick Deines
6/13/1965: Rev. Donald Johnson
6/13/1976: Rev. Larry Westfield
6/14/1970: Rev. Marlin Carlson
6/14/1987: Rev. Larry Harpster
6/14/1987: Rev. Timothy McIntosh
6/14/1981: Rev. Robert Suhr
6/16/1985: Rev. David Patterson
6/17/1979: Rev. Kathy Boadwine
6/17/1962: Rev. Fred Hofer
6/18/2000: Rev. Kara Baylor
6/18/2005: Rev. Amy Becker Perez
6/18/1972: Rev. John Gugel
6/18/1972: Rev. Lowell Timm
6/19/1966: Rev. Donald Burton
6/19/1966: Rev. Robert Hanson
6/19/1966: Rev. Leland Longrie
6/19/1966: Rev. Bruce Malchow
6/20/1965: Rev. Paul Sorensen
6/21/1998: Rev. Helen Nickel
6/22/1969: Rev. Albert Guetzlaff
6/22/1958: Rev. Ross Larson

6/23/1973: Rev. Frank Janzow
6/23/1996: Rev. Chris Manke
6/24/1993: Rev. Molly Doreza
6/24/1973: Rev. Gary Erickson
6/24/2007: Rev. Kerstin Hedlund
6/24/1984: Rev. Thomas Kent
6/24/1990: Rev. Lester Spies
6/25/2005: Rev. Melody Brink
6/25/1989: Rev. Carol Jeunnette
6/25/1967: Rev. Bill Mueller
6/25/2011: Rev. Paul Petersen
6/26/1959: Rev. Paul Lee
6/26/2010: Rev. Alexis Twito
6/27/1971: Rev. Robert Bleeke
6/27/1982: Rev. Paul Bulgerin
6/28/1959: Rev. Roger Knudson
6/28/1981: Rev. Dean Natterstad
6/28/2009: Deacon Elinor 
	 Schmidtke
6/28/1992: Rev. Eric Silberschmidt
6/29/1995: Rev. Tom Pietz
6/30/1996: Rev. Susan Bowen
7/1/1965: Rev. Elaine Klitz
7/2/2016: Rev. Jonathan Barker
7/2/2005: Rev. Jessica Short
7/7/2012: Rev. Jacob Werkheiser
7/9/2018: Rev. Adam Moreno
7/9/1967: Rev. James Niederloh
7/9/2000: Rev. Victoria Simon
7/9/2016: Rev. Drew Yoos
7/10/2011: Rev. Laura Gerstl-
	 Beukema
7/11/1982: Rev. Paul Mittermaier
7/11/1974: Rev. Paul Schwan
7/12/1964: Rev. Francis Odden
7/12/1981: Rev. Grant Quever
7/13/2003: Rev. Bruce Cheever
7/13/1958: Rev. Joseph Ellwanger
7/13/1980: Rev. David Keller
7/14/2007: Rev. Heidi Borkenhagen
7/14/2001: Rev. Beth Lechtenberger 
	 Stone
7/15/1962: Rev. Alan Heggen
7/15/2000: Rev. Christian Marien
7/15/2006: Rev. Jay McDivitt
7/15/2006: Rev. Tom Smith

7/16/1983: Rev. Jonathan Breimeier
7/16/1983: Rev. Cheri Johnson
7/16/2017: Rev. Kelly Nieman
	 Anderson
7/17/1977: Rev. Charles Turbin
7/18/1976: Rev. Gerald Holz
7/19/1987: Rev. Karen Natterstad
7/21/2007: Rev. Karen Pahl
7/22/1984: Rev. Cristy Schoob
7/22/1984: Rev. David Schoob
7/23/2005: Rev. Matthew Short
7/25/1982: Rev. David Larson
7/25/1974: Rev. Mark Syre
7/25/1971: Rev. Robert Thays
7/27/2008: Rev. Joshua Graber
7/28/2001: Rev. Richard Suero
7/28/1985: Rev. Gregory Van Dunk
7/29/1984: Rev. Steven Clingman
8/1/1982: Rev. Jay Ford
8/2/1970: Rev. Daniel Thurmer
8/3/2003: Rev. Carolyn Sellers 
	 Rizzo
8/4/1991: Rev. Bill Knapp
8/4/1985: Rev. Barbara Rasmussen
8/4/2001: Rev. Karl-John Stone
8/5/2006: Deacon Christopher Lear
8/5/1962: Rev. Robert McClelland
8/7/1998: Rev. Kelly Taylor-Schaus
8/8/1992: Rev. Bill Beyer
8/10/1996: Rev. Kristin Nielsen
8/11/1996: Rev. Marcy Wieties
8/16/2020: Rev. Anthony 
	 Acompanado
8/17/2019: Rev. Kevin Beebe
8/18/1957: Rev. Larry Kocha
8/19/1989: Bishop Paul Erickson
8/19/2007: Rev. Ari Mattson
8/20/1989: Rev. John Holm
8/22/1971: Rev. James Olia
8/22/1993: Rev. Rachel Young 
	 Binter
8/23/1987: Rev. Jay Thorson
8/23/1980: Rev. Kipp Zimmermann
8/24/1986: Rev. Cindy Aasen

Ministry Site Profile (MSP) Posted:
•	 Bethel, Muskego (PT solo pastor) – Rev. Molly Doreza, PT bridge pastor
•	 Christ the King, Port Washington (PT shared pastor)
•	 Gloria Dei, Menomonee Falls (PT solo pastor) – Rev. David Patterson, PT 

interim pastor
•	 Living Christ, Germantown (PT solo pastor) – Rev. Michael Anderson, PT 

interim pastor
•	 Living Faith, Racine (FT solo pastor) – Rev. Bill Mains, PT interim pastor
•	 Living Hope, Saukville (PT shared pastor)
•	 Our Savior’s, Oconomowoc (senior pastor) – Rev. John Holm, PT 

transition consultant & Deacon Doug Krekling, PT transition minister
•	 Our Saviors, West Bend (FT pastor)
•	 St Luke, Sheboygan Falls (solo pastor) – Rev Chuck Turbin, consistent 

supply pastor
•	 St. Luke, Slinger (FT pastor) – Rev. Larry Harpster, PT interim pastor

Calls Extended (*=started the new call):
•	 Dr. Martin Luther Church, Oconomowoc (FT solo pastor) – Rev. Clare 

Sedlacek
•	 Gethsemane, Brookfield (FT solo pastor) – Rev. Perrie Dralle *
•	 Mount Hope, West Allis (FT solo pastor) – Rev. Stephen Boyhont*

Rostered Ministers in Transition

Rostered Ministers Who Have Recently Changed Calls:

To the Greater Milwaukee Synod:
•	 Rev. Stephen Boyhont, from candidate for call to called pastor at Mount Hope, 

West Allis
•	 Rev. Perrie Dralle, from candidate for call to called pastor at Gethsemane, 

Brookfield

Within the Greater Milwaukee Synod:
•	 Rev. Kathy Brown, from OLC to transition pastor at St Luke’s, Greendale
•	 Rev. Maren Hooper, from OLC to interim pastor at St John’s, West 

Milwaukee
•	 Rev. Sheila Rawn, from OLC to interim associate pastor at St Matthew’s, 

Wauwatosa

Rostered Ministers Who Have Recently Moved to On Leave from Call 
(OLC):
•	 Rev. Diane Olson, from called pastor at Christ the Servant, Waukesha to 

OLC
•	 Rev. Mark Thompson, from called pastor at Breaking the Chains Church 

to OLC

Remembering Rostered Ministers Who Have Recently Died:
•	 Rev. Harvey Berg died on March 3, 2021 in Neenah, Wisconsin. He served 

at Lutheran Social Services and in the Pastoral Care Department of St. 
Luke’s Hospital. He retired in 1998. We give thanks to God for his life 
and ministry and we hold his family in prayer as they celebrate his life 
and commend him into God’s eternal care. A funeral service was held on 
Saturday, June 5 at Gloria Dei Lutheran, Neenah. Please find his obituary 
at westgorfuneralhomes.com/obituary/reverend-harvey-berg. Rest eternal 
grant him, O Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon him. 

•	 Rev. James Wilch died on Saturday, June 5th. He served in our Greater 
Milwaukee Synod for 52 years as Pastor of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in 
Waukesha, retiring in 2006. We are grateful for his years of service and we 
give thanks to God for his life and ministry. Please join us in lifting up in 
prayer his wife, Nadine, and their family as God brings comfort with the 
promise of the resurrection through Jesus Christ. The obituary is available 
at randledablefuneralhome.com/obituaries/James-Wilch/#!/Obituary. Rest 
eternal grant him, O Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon him.

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES CTD.
8/24/1997: Rev. David Dragseth
8/24/1979: Rev. Joan Jacobson-
	 Wolf
8/24/1997: Rev. Mark Jaramillo
8/24/1996: Rev. Mark Thompson
8/25/2007: Rev. David Fetters
8/25/2007: Rev. Becky Fetters
8/25/1991: Rev. Carol Hegland
8/25/1985: Rev. James Holmberg
8/25/2002: Rev. Diane Olson
8/26/2012: Rev. Mark Doidge
8/26/2012: Rev. Tyler Rasmussen
8/26/1984: Rev. Mary Ubuntu
8/27/1978: Rev. Steve Ohrtman
8/28/2005: Rev. Michael Fazio
8/28/2004: Rev. Laura Fladten
8/31/1996: Rev. Jane Fryda
8/31/2008: Rev. Sheila Rawn
9/1/1977: Deacon Carol 
	 Lauterbach
9/1/1958: Rev. William Simpson
9/3/1989: Rev. Marcia Carrier
9/5/1982: Rev. Rod Resheske
9/7/1996: Rev. Brad Brown

9/8/1970: Rev. M. Druckrey
9/9/2006: Rev. Sherrie Lorbeck
9/10/2016: Rev. Delaney Schlake-
	 Kruse
9/10/1995: Rev. Diane Tetrault
9/10/1978: Rev. Howard Vrankin
9/11/2001: Rev. Elizabeth Baires
9/13/1997: Deacon Judith 	
	 Schroeder
9/15/2013: Rev. Matthew Hacker
9/15/2003: Rev. Tracy Polzin
9/16/1979: Rev. Jeff Barrow
9/17/2020: Rev. John Anderson
9/17/1967: Rev. Paul Bauman
9/18/2011: Rev. Aida Muñiz
9/20/1992: Rev. James Durnil
9/21/2014: Rev. Andrew Suhr
9/22/1979: Rev. Stephen Kersten
9/26/2010: Rev. Elizabeth Lee
9/27/1970: Rev. Oscar Kraft
9/27/2008: Rev. Andrew Nyren
9/28/1974: Rev. June Eastvold
9/29/1996: Rev. Donna Brown
9/30/1990: Rev. Steven Blyth

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES (May - September)

Ctd. on next page...

http://westgorfuneralhomes.com/obituary/reverend-harvey-berg
http://randledablefuneralhome.com/obituaries/James-Wilch/#!/Obituary

