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A few weeks ago, on October 10, I offered the opening prayer at an event 
co-sponsored by Marquette University, Interfaith Conference of Greater 
Milwaukee, and the Zeidler Center for Public Discussion called “Faith in 
Democracy in Troubled Times.” It featured an interfaith panel of leaders, 
reflecting on how their respective traditions shaped their engagement in 
political and civic life. It was a powerful evening, as we spoke and listened 
to people from the Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh faith communities, as well as 
a variety of Christian denominations. Even though we came from different 
perspectives, we recognized common themes and values, as we are all 
guided by the desire to love our neighbor and seek the welfare of the 
community. 

We live in incredibly divided times, and it seems like leaders from various 
perspectives on the political and ideological spectrum find it to be an 
effective tool to paint one’s opponent as evil, stupid, or just plain wrong. 
Paul’s image in the second chapter of Ephesians of a “dividing wall of 
hostility” is painfully relevant, and we would do well to also explore his 
words that point us toward a different path. 

Paul reminds us that God has granted us a unity in the Spirit, that we are 
members of a universal family, and we experience a unity that goes deeper 
than race or gender or class or education or experience or age. We believe 
that in Christ there is no east or west, no north or south, no male or female, 
or slave or free, there is only sinner and saint, and we are both. We are 
all in need of Christ’s love, and we are all set free through his death and 
resurrection. My prayer, as we engage as citizens of this great nation as well 
as citizens of God’s righteous reign, is that we treat one another with honor, 
dignity, and respect, recognizing the unity and the diversity that are both 
gifts from God. In the words that I prayed at that interfaith event:

Creator of us all, we delight in the glorious diversity of your creation. We 
come from different places and are shaped by different experiences. We think 
differently, we worship differently, we act differently, and we vote differently. 
And yet, we are also united in many ways; we all dream and despair, rejoice 
and suffer on this, our common home. Guide us as we seek to deepen our 
relationships with you, with one another, and with the world around us, shaped 
by curiosity, courage, and compassion. Help us to refrain from using confusion 
and conflict as an excuse to remain passive bystanders to the challenges facing 
us. Keep us humble, reminding us that none of us can hold the fullness of truth in 
our small hands. Inspire us to come together, across all the gaps that divide us, 
to reweave the fabric of our torn society, until the day when the whole creation 
will experience the peace, reconciliation, and joy that we all so deeply long for. 
Amen.

Bishop Paul Erickson

as of October 16, 2018

Congregations in Transition

Recent Vacancy:
(Interim pastor has not yet begun)

• Capitol Drive, Milwaukee (PT pastor)

Mission Exploration Process:
(no candidates received at this time) NOTE: “Transition Pastors” provide pastoral support and 
consistency to the congregation during a time of rostered minister transition, and do not lead a MET 
process. “Transition Consultants” help lead a MET process, and have limited pastoral leadership 
responsibilities. “Interim Pastors” provide pastoral support and lead a MET process. “Bridge Pastors” 
offer short term pastoral support until an interim or a called pastor begins.

• Advent, Cedarburg (FT pastor) – supply pastors
• Bay Shore, Whitefish Bay (FT pastor) – Rev. Molly Doreza, FT interim pastor
• House of Prayer, Franklin (FT pastor) – Rev. Kathy Brown, FT interim pastor
• Incarnation, Milwaukee (PT pastor) – Rev. Vicki Watkins, PT bridge pastor
• Luther Memorial, West Allis (PT pastor) – Rev. Frank Maxwell, PT interim 

pastor
• Mt Zion, Wauwatosa (FT pastor) – Rev. Josh Graber,  FT interim pastor
• Peace, Burlington (PT pastor) – Rev. Carol Jeunnette, PT transition consultant
• Vernon, Mukwonago (FT pastor) – Rev. David Patterson, PT interim pastor

Ministry Site Profile (MSP) Posted:
Shared Pastor Positions

• Cross, Ixonia (1/2 time – shared pastor with Zion, Ashippun) – Rev. Curt 
Schneider, bridge pastor

• Zion, Ashippun (1/2 time – shared pastor with Cross, Ixonia) – supply pastor
Solo Pastor Positions:

• All Peoples Church, Milwaukee (FT solo pastor) – covered by current staffing

Candidate Name/s Submitted to Call Committee:
• Holy Cross, Menomonee Falls (FT associate pastor)
• Journey in Faith, Racine (FT pastor) – Rev. Paul Ihlenfeld, PT bridge pastor
• Living Faith, Racine (FT pastor) – covered by current staffing
• Redeemer, Hartford (FT pastor) – Rev. Jon Breimeier, PT interim pastor
• St. John, Brookfield (FT senior pastor) – Rev. Frank Janzow, PT transition 

pastor and Rev. Karen Natterstad, PT transition pastor
• Spirit Alive!, Kenosha (1/2 time at Spirit Alive! and 1/2 time at St. Paul, 

Kenosha) – Rev. Cynthia Aasen, bridge pastor
• St. Mark, Cudahy (PT solo pastor) – Rev. Wendy Wirth-Brock, PT bridge pastor
• St. Mary, Kenosha (FT senior pastor) – Rev. John Holm, FT interim
• St. Paul, Kenosha  (1/2 time at St. Paul and 1/2 time at Spirit Alive!) – Rev. 

Cynthia Aasen, bridge pastor
• St. Paul, Milwaukee (FT pastor) – supply pastor
• Unity, Brookfield (FT 3rd pastor) – Rev. Jennifer Carlson, FT transition pastor

Calls Extended (*=started the new call):
• Ascension, Milwaukee (FT 3rd co-pastor) – Rev. Lynn Erickson*
• Cross, Burlington (FT associate pastor) – Rev. Elizabeth Lee
• Holy Trinity, West Allis (FT pastor) – Rev. Jay Thorson*
• Lord of Life, Kenosha (FT associate pastor) – Rev. Adam Moreno*
• Mt. Pleasant, Racine (FT senior pastor) – Rev. Beth Ann Lechtenberger Stone*
• St. Luke, Slinger (FT pastor) – Rev. Joy Mortensen-Wiebe*
• St. Luke, Waukesha (FT senior pastor) – Rev. Dr. Lindsay Jordan
• Trinity, South Milwaukee (FT pastor) – Rev. Denise Mbise*

Rostered Ministers in Transition

Rostered Ministers Who Have Recently Changed Calls:
To the Greater Milwaukee Synod

• Rev. Lynn Erickson, from the St. Paul Area Synod, to called pastor at Ascension, 
Milwaukee

• Rev. Laura Gerstl-Beukema, from the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, to 
Director of Pastoral Care for Luther Manor

• Rev. Joshua Graber, from the Northwestern Ohio Synod, to synod call to interim 
ministry at Mt. Zion, Wauwatosa

• Rev. Adam Moreno, from candidate for Word and Sacrament Ministry, to called 
pastor at Lord of Life, Kenosha

• Rev. Joy Mortensen-Wiebe, from the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, to 
called pastor at St. Luke, Slinger

• Rev. Beth Ann Lechtenberger Stone, from the Nebraska Synod to called pastor 
at Mt. Pleasant, Racine

• Rev. Jay Thorson, from candidate for Word and Sacrament Ministry, to called 
pastor at Holy Trinity, West Allis

Within the Greater Milwaukee Synod
• Rev. Denise Mbise, from term call pastor at Living Faith, Racine to called pastor 

at Trinity,  South Milwaukee
• Rev. David Patterson, from chaplaincy to PT interim pastor at Vernon, 

Mukwonago

Rostered Ministers Recently Retired:
• Rev. Dean Natterstad, from synod interim ministry at Holy Trinity, West Allis to 

retirement

Remembering Rostered Ministers Who Recently Died:
• Deacon Bill Bravener – Bill completed his journey of living with cancer on 

September 20, 2018. He was born on November 28, 1949, in New Hampton, IA 
to Niel and Margaret (nee Segebarth) Bravener. Bill grew up in Fredericksburg, 
IA; graduated from Fredericksburg High School and the University of Northern 
Iowa, Cedar Falls. He taught middle school and high school vocal music in 
Calmar, IA and later became Coordinator of Community Education at Northeast 
Iowa Community College in Calmar. Bill also served as music director at 
Calmar Lutheran Church. In 1991, Mr. Bravener became the Music Director 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Watertown, WI. In April 2000, he was 
commissioned an Associate in Ministry/Deacon in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. Bill also served as Music Director at Calvary Lutheran 
Church, Brookfield, WI. He was most recently Music Director/Deacon at St. 
Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church, Greendale, WI, and volunteered for many 
years at Penfield Children’s Center in Milwaukee.

• Deacon Norma Herbrand – died October 4, 2018. Norma served as Associate 
in Ministry at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church in Waukesha, retiring in 
1999. We give thanks to God for her life and for her service to the Church. May 
God bring comfort and peace to all who grieve, holding them and us in the 
promise of the resurrection through Jesus Christ. The obituary is available at: 
randledablefuneralhome.com/obituaries/Norma-Herbrand/#!/Obituary

• Rev. John Henry Schumell was born December 1, 1929 and raised in West 
Allis, WI, and went home to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit on Saturday, 
September 1, 2018. John received his BS from Carthage College and his Master 
of Divinity from Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary in St. Paul, 
MN. He began his ministry by starting mission congregations in both White 
Bear Lake, MN and Fargo, ND. He then relocated with his young family in 1959 
to Milwaukee, WI and started another mission congregation, King of Kings 
Lutheran Church, where he served for 46 years. He was an incredible example 
of Christian faith, service, and generosity. He will be especially remembered for 
his devotion to God and his love of Lutheran liturgy and Ecumenism. In 1990, 
he was honored by then-Roman Catholic Archbishop Rembert Weakland as 
Ecumenical Person of the Year. His heart and joy were in worship.
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Upcoming Events
For more information or to register: milwaukeesynod.org/eventsThank you from

Want to Stay Connected 
to the Synod Online?

To sign up for our weekly email newsletter, which comes out 
every Thursday, or to join our Google Group, visit: 

milwaukeesynod.org/subscribe

Photos from the 2018
Outreach for Hope
Family Bike Ride

See more:
flickr.com/photos/ofh-at-gms

OCT
29

Fed for the Journey
6-8 p.m. at Resurrection, New Berlin

OCT
30

Fed for the Journey
6-8 p.m. at Christ the King, Delafield

Bishop Paul Erickson and Assistant to the 
Bishop Matthew Short are leading five regional 
“Fed For the Journey” dinners. We will engage 
in conversation about how we are stronger 
in mission when we are church together and 
engaged in ministries of love and reconciliation. 
We will together imagine ways we can strengthen 
our common witness in this rapidly changing 
context. We want to hear your stories and your 
dreams about where God is calling us together!

JAN
26

Lutheran Campus Ministry
Chili Cook-off
5- 8 p.m. at Mount Hope, West Allis

FEB
16

Together in Mission
St. John’s, Brookfield
More information coming soon,
but note the date change!

Save the Date - 2019 Churchwide Assembly

More information: elca.org/ChurchwideAssembly

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the primary decision-making body of the church, is a process of communal spiritual discernment. Finding 
ourselves in Christ, the fifteenth Churchwide Assembly will be a time for us to be the living body of Christ guided by the Spirit and conformed to 
God’s will.

We will meet at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, August 5-10, 2019 to discuss and make decisions about how to go about God’s 
work as a church. This year the assembly will gather under the theme “We are church.”

There will be many opportunities to visit and volunteer. More information will be available in early 2019.

Thank you to the hundreds of riders, volunteers and 
donors who helped make our 2018 Outreach for Hope 
Family Bike Ride such a success!

Nearly 500 people from almost 60 of the congregations 
in the Greater Milwaukee Synod gave of their time 
and talents on a sunny September 9 at two event sites: 
Waukesha County (Dousman) and Ozaukee County 
(Grafton).

So far, the ride has raised more than $110,000 – with 
just about a week left before our October 31 
deadline to reach our stretch goal of $120,000.

You can help by mailing a donation by check (made 
out to Outreach for Hope, with Bike Ride on the 
memo line) to:

Outreach for Hope
1212 S Layton Blvd

Milwaukee, WI 53215

Or give online by visiting outreachforhope.org and 
clicking the orange “Donate Now” button.

Outreach for Hope inspires donors to live and give generously by 
investing their gifts as a resource for transformation in ELCA Greater 
Milwaukee Synod ministries, serving communities of poverty. 
Outreach for Hope supports more than 20 ministries in urban 
Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha. Newly supported ministries include 
Alice’s Garden, Tricklebee Café, Breaking the Chains prison ministry, 
and internships at urban congregations.

MAY
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2019 Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly
Friday May 31 (5 p.m.) through Saturday, June 1 (4 p.m.), at the Italian Community Center, 
Milwaukee. The synod council has recently voted to change the voting member allocation process, 
allowing every congregation to send one additional lay voting member, as long as one of the lay 
voting members is under the age of 30.


