
Listening Theme #5: God’s Activity in our Communities 
 

Introduction: We believe that God is alive and well and moving in our communities, but 
oftentimes we are so wrapped up in our own congregation’s challenges and priorities that we 
don’t stop to look, listen, and wonder what God is inviting us to consider. We invite you to 
consider taking the steps necessary to engage this question: 
 

What is God inviting us to pay attention to in our 
neighborhoods? 

 
Action steps: 

1. Identify a team of leaders in the congregation who are willing to participate in an 
organized prayer walk campaign. 

2. Decide the area in which folks will be invited to walk and pray. If your congregation is 
located in an urban area with sidewalks, map out an area around the church. If your 
congregation is located in an area in which walking is not feasible, identify places that 
people can drive to and park, observing and praying, or simply invite folks to drive 
slowly in the area around the church or their home, pulling over and pausing when 
needed. (If this applies, please replace the word “walk” with the word “drive” in the rest 
of the instructions.) 

3. Invite people to gather at the church for an exercise that will take 60-90 minutes. Prayer 
walkers meet at the church to pair up and assign streets to walk, or receive a map of the 
area in which they can drive. Start by asking God for light to see, not just with your eyes, 
but with God’s eyes. There is a Celtic prayer, “Open the eyes of my heart, Lord.”  It is 
with this spirit that we prayerfully walk. Then as you walk in pairs in your community, 
reflect on some of these questions: 

a. Gratitude: What do you see that makes you thankful? 
b. Hopefulness: What do you see that brings you hope? 
c. Joy: What do you see that brings a smile to God’s face? 

 
d. Desire: What longings does what you see stir in you? In God? 
e. Struggle/Needs: What is happening that breaks yours or God’s heart? 

 
f. Missio Dei (Mission of God) Where do you see God at work? 
g. Calling: What do you sense God calling you to consider doing here? 

 
4. Reflect prayerfully on each of the above as you walk. It can help to walk an area more 

than once and not try to focus on all the questions each time but to look first for 
Gratitude, Hope and Joy; then look for Struggle, Needs and Desire; then look for Missio 
Dei and Calling. It is usually better to walk 10 blocks 3 times rather than 30 blocks once! 



5. If people ask you what you are doing, simply say something like: “We’re praying for our 
neighborhood; do you have anything you’d like us to pray for?” 

6. Prayer walkers agree to meet back at the church after 20, 40, or 60 minutes and have a 
brief conversation about what they saw, heard, and prayed for, and a final prayer is lifted 
up. 

7. Repeat the exercise several times over the course of a few weeks or months, gathering 
together the reflections of the prayer walkers and discussing the following questions: 

a. What surprised you about what people noticed and prayed for? 
b. Were there any themes that continued to arise? 
c. What do you think God might be inviting us into?  

8. Create a summary of the event to share with the congregation and the synod office. 
 
	


